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States, 1 think the Governmwent would be
well advised to risk the expenditure of some
money in opening up and deveioping the
possibilities for tourist attractions in this
State. 1 will support the motion,

On motion by Hon. W. J. Maun, debaie
adjourned.

House adjourned at 5.55 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—RAVENSTHORPE
SMELTER CASE.

Mr. STUBBS asked the Minister for Jus-
tice: What is the total cost to the State to
date for legal expenses in connection with
the Ravensthorpe smelter case?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE replied:
£5,921 3s. 3d.

QUESTION—SANDALWOOD
REGROWTH.

Mr. LATHAM asked the Premier: 1,
What was the amount credited to the
special account of the Treasury for the
regrowth of sandalwood for the year ended
the 30th June, 1929% 2, What amonnt was
expended from this account?

The PREMIER replied:
£2,826.

1, £5,000. 2,
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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Sirth Day.
Debute resumed from the previous day.

MR. RICHARDSON (Subiaco) [4.36]: I
have listened very attentively to the
speeches delivered by several members duor-
ing the debate on the Address-in-reply, and
while listening to them I had to admit to
myself that it was somewhat difficult to
maintain a really steady attitnde so tha’
one might dissect what was right from what
was wrong. We were told on the one hand
that everything in the garden was lovely,
and we diseovered from the Governor’s
Speech that the finances of the State were
in a very satisfactory condition. We know
that the last financial year ended with a
deficit of £273,000, and to the ordinary lay-
nman that does not appear to be satisfactory
at all. If, for instance, any large unex-
pected expenditure had occurred during the
finaneial vear probably the deficii could
have been easily explained. If, on the other
hand, the revenue had fallen off to a con-
siderable extent under any particular head-
ing, we would naturally be able to conclude
that that had been responsible for the de-
ficit. One reason given by the Premier for
ending the year £273,000 to the bad was
that the water front disturbance had ecaused
a loss of £100,000 or thereabouis to the
finances, but almost in the same breath he
told us that during the year there had been
no industrial trouble of moment to the
State. I do not know how the Premier can
reconcile those two statements, but they
were made by him and we have to consider
whiel is correct.

Mr. Sampson:
try. .

Mr. RICHARDSON: If the State made
a loss of £100,000, it is only ressonable to
suppose that companies and men of capital
running businesses would naturally lose to a
much greater extent than the Government.
Therefore in that respect we must conclnde
that the finances of the State are not satis-
factory. We know well that the railways
showed a very heavy deficit for the finan-
cial year, The reason given by the Premier
for the loss was a shortace in the wheat
vield, but the Minister for Railways stated
by way of interjection when the menaber
for Toodyay (Mr. Lindsay) was speaking
the other night that on every hag of wheat
carried over the Western Australian rail-

He does not intend to
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ways the Government ineurred a loss. If
that is so, the loss on the railways canuot
he attributed to the faet that there was a
shortage in the wheat yield.

‘Lhe Minister for Railways: Yes, it can
Le attributed to the general depression.

Mr. RICHARDSON: The Minister told
us that the railways incarred a loss on
every bag of wheat carried. If the Minis.
ter's statement is ecorrect—and we in thi;
House surely want correct statements—
then by reason of last year’s wheat yield
having fallen short of expectations, the rail-
ways should have saved a considerable
amount of money.

The Minister for Railways: No, there
was no meney in the country because of
the decreased wheat yield.

Mr. RICHARDSON: 1 do not know
whether the Premier or the Minister for
Railways is correet, or whether both of
them are wrong. I am not going to try to
decide who is correet. That is not my duty.
[ wish to direct the attention of members
to a statement of the comparative results
of railvay working during the last five
vears, This has been issned over the sig-
nature of the (Commissioner of Railways,
Mr. Evaps, and 1 assume jt is absolutely
correct.  1f members cast their minds baek
to 1921, when the present Leuder of the
Opposition was in charge of affairs, they
will recollect that the railways showed a
loss of up to half a million pounds, In-
cluding interest, I think the amount was
sonenhat over half a million. [t was just
about that period when the Premier of the
Jday extended the conditions of the Agricul-
tural Bank to permit of further advances
to agriculturists up to 100 per cent. of the
work done, in order to clear and improve
their properties. The results did not ap-
pear instantaneously, and the railways re
corded defieits for some years, bat in 192%,
the last year of the Mitchell Government,
the railways showed a snrplus of £140,000.
That was the year in which the present
(Rovernment took office.

The Minister for Railways: Have not we
been extending the railways to new areas
ginee then?

Mr. RICHARDSON: I am not eompluain-
ing of that, but I have something definite
to show regarding the working of the rail-
wavs. We freely admit that the present
Qovernment have continned the policy of
enconraging agriculturists to cleer and cul-
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tivate bigger areas of land, though tu lesser
extent than did tae Mitchell Government. 1
have pointed out that in 1924, after four
year of administration by the Mitcheil
tiovernment, the position of the railwags
was improved from a deficit of hall a mil-
iion to a profit of £140,000, and that im-
provement was principally due to the faet
that—

The Minister for Railways: They wm-
creasal rabllwoy rates as soon as wages went
up.

MNr. RICHARDSON: 1 shall have some-
thing to say about the wages presently.

The Minister for Railways: T am tell-
ing vou that first of all.

Mr. RICHARDSON: The improvemeu:
in the financial position of the railways was
principally due to the fact that so mneh
wurk had been going on in the country, with
the natural result that bigger vyields were
obtained and bigger quantities of wheat
were available for haulage to the seaports.
The railway system reaped the benefit of
the increased development in the country,
notwithstanding the Minisier’s statement
that cvery hag of wheat is carrfed at a
loss, '

The Minister for Railways: Look at the
.eturn and see what you make of it

M. RICHARDSOXN : T intend to des!
with the return. In 1925 the esrnings of
the railways amaunted to €3,359.501, while
the working expenses totalled €2,355,087,
showing a surplus of earnings over work-
ing exprna of €1 414, In the follov-
ine vear—

The Minister for Railways: Look at the
interasi hilt,

Mr. RICHARDSON: 1 shall =ive some
ligures for the henefit of hon. membhers.
That was i the tirst year.

The Minister for Ratlways: There 1 a
difference of a millien in vour ficures. You
do not qunote interest,

Mr. RICHARDSON: Here is the pow-
tion. I shall give all the figures, showing
exactly bow things were done, The balun -
after payment of working expense~ and iu-
terest was £190,565 in 1923. The surnin-
had been inereased from shont £140.000 to
about £190,000. The pereentage of work-
ing expcnses to earnings was 70.1 in 1925,
Perbaps that will satisfy the Minister. T
have all the figures here, and T do nnt
want to keep any of themn back. Tn 1926 the
earnings were £2,337,292, thr woarking ex-
penses £2,500,049, und the surplus of earn-
ings over working expenses had decreased
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to £428243. In the next year the bali .cu
after paying working expeuses and intercst
was represented by a deficit of £31,982. 1L
would be hard to account for that differ-
ence if the uther ligures were not guoted.
The pereentage of working expenses to
earnings in 1926 went up frem 7010 to
73.18.

The Miniower tor Railways: That wa-

the vear in which we reduced railway
ivaghts by about £50,000.
Mr. RICIHARDSON: But the Govern-

menl got increased taxation in return.
ke Premier: That does not <how in the
railway accounts, though.

Mr. RICHARDSON: Let us vacry on.

Alr. Panton: No. Stop and think abeut
that,

M, RICHARDSON: It makes very lit-
tle Cilierence. By the way, I think the
Minister for Railways is wrong in saying
that was the year in which railway freight~
were reduced. I think *he year was 1928,

The Minister for Railways: No fear!

AMr. RICHARDSON: However, we will
let that pass.

The Minister for Railways:
wrong again.

Mr. RICHARDSOXN: In 1927 the earn-
ings inereased to £3,607,9%9, and tke work-
ing expenmes were £2,683,693. The sur-
plus of earnings over working expenses had
risen to £922,29G. [In that year the su.
plus after payment of working expenses aul
interest was £34,506. The percentage of
working expenses to earnings was 743,
showing a reduction of .74. That, of eourse,
brought about the surplus. In 1928 the
earrings were £3,838,051, the working ex-
penses £2,910,811, and the surplus of earn-
ings over working cxpenses £947,240, show-
ing a net surplus of £26,671, or a reduction
of about £8,000 as compared with the pre-
vious vear. The percentage of working e»-
penses to caruings was 75.45. There had
besn an inerease of 1.11 per cent. in fur
working expenses. Now I come to last year
In 1929 the earnings were £3,799,764, a ce
crease of £98,287 as compared with the pre-
vious vear. The working expenses, how-
ever, had risen to £3,055,446, a margin of
£141,635. The surplus of earnings over
working expenses was reduced by about
£200,000 leaving £744 318. The deficit lor
last vear was £178,699. The percentage of
working expenses to earnings had risen from
7545 to 80.41—a considerable inerease I
think every hon. member will agree, an
increase of 5 per cent. less .04 per cent, in

You are
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one year. In nty mind there is no doubt
that the working expenses had a great deul
to do with the deficit shown by the Railway
Department last year. 1 do not consider
that the deficit is due, as hon. members op-
posite would have us believe, to deficiency
in freights dune to the shortage in the yield
of wheat.

The Minister for Railways: Do not you
believe in long service leave?

Mr. RICHARDSON: I do. T supported
the Minister whole-heartedly on that mat-
ter whan he brought it before the Housa
But long service leave will not account for
last year's large ineresse of & per cent, in
working expenses. 1 can readily undev-
stand that with annual increases in wages
the percentage of working expenses to earn-
ings must go up. [ fail to see, however,
bow that factor ean account for 5 per eent.
in one year.

Mr. Lindsay: We have had the 44-hovr
week sinee then.

The JMinister for Railways: o not you
believe in the 44-hour week?

Mr. RICHARDSRON: [ do, but [ have
never mentioned the 44-hour week, and i
am not responsible for the interjections of
the member for Toeodyay (Mr. Lindsay).
Under practically the same Commissioner,
but ptobably uwnder a different manager,
there are the tramway tigures for purposes
of eomparison. 1 shall not weary the Housw
by quoting all the figures for five
vears, but will restriet myself to a
comparison between 1925 and last year.
For 1925 the earnings of the tramways were
£281,612, the working expenses £233.6u8,
and the surplus of earnings over working
expenses £45,604. In that year the surplus
after payment of working expenses and in-
terest was £760. The percentage of work-
ing expenses to earnings was £3.81. In 1920
the earnings went up to £342,788, and the
working expenses showed at £281,257, The
sarplus of earnings over working expenses
was £61,53]1. The surplus after payment
of working expenses and interest was
£11,376. Working expenses for 1929 reprr-
sented 82.05 per cent., showing a reduction
of .76 per cent. during the five years. There
is a close comparison, heeanse long service
leave applies in the tramways ag it does in
the railways. Where is the difference in
the workine? There nust be some differ-
ence, and T hope the Minister will be abie
to explain it. However, there is the eom-
parison. The two undertakings are worke.?
on similar lines. One is able to redure
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working expenses by almost 1 per cent. dur-
ing the five years, whereas the percentay.
of the other, the Railway Department, has
visen from T0.10 to 80.41, an incrvase of
10.31 per eent., pracrically 10 1/3 per ceur.
It may be contended that our railways a:o
overmanned. I am not in a position to sux
whether they are or not. If they are over-
wanned, if due inquiry should show this 19
be the case, it will be impossible, in my
opinion, for the Government in the eircun:-
stances prevailing to-day in regard to un-
employment, to turn the surplus mon
adritt. But [ do ask the Govern.
tnent seriously to econsider whether if
the railways are in fact overman-
ned, those surpius men could not be
transferred to some other Goveinment ser-
viee whick would become reproduetive in a
year or two, and which would return some-
thing of benefit to the State and to the elec-
tors. I <ay again that I hope no sucking wiil
take p'ace even if the reilways are found to
be over-manned. The wnemployment ques-
tion is yrowing larger every vear. Still, theve
ave vertain works which the Govertinent mav
put in hand, and by which it would be pos-
~iblr, instead of allowing any (iovernment
service {o he economically over-manned, to
transler the surplus employvees to something
of a reproductive nature. T have brought
these figures forward becanse | really fail to
see where the advances have come in. It may
ve possible to explain them; but so far as 1
can see, after careful study, there is no ex-
planation.

The Minister for Railways:
study the next page?

AMr. RICHARDSON: T did. As a matter
of fact there is nothing at all in the statement
which would make one helieve that every-
thing had gone along well in the Railway
Depnartment. In all prohability losses may
be made,

The Minister for Railways: On the next
pawe vou will find it stated that, on our ton-
mile statistics, eompared with the pre-
vious vear, we carried 9,000.000 mnore tons for
£9.000 Tess freight.

Mre. RICHARDSOXN . Statements of that
sort reflect wpon the Administration. The
(Gioverninent ave not entitled to carry stuff
over the railways at a loss unless there is
some sperial reasnn for it, as in eonnection
with the envriaee of super. Super. s ear-
ried at a verv low rate for the simple reason
that otherwise the {rucks would be running
empty.

Did yon
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Mr. Lindsay: Super. was being carried in
1925.

Mr. RICHARDSON: Of course.

The Minister for Kailways: In the cheap
titne for super. we cairried alout 30 or &)
per cent. more.

Mr. Lindsay: Beeause you were earrying
30 per cent. or 30 per cent, more traffic.

Mr. RICHHARDSON: The unemployment
yueetion is, in my opinion, one of the most
difficult confronting the Government to-day.
Up to the present the Government have not
given us any idea of the means by which
they propose to overcome that difficulty. I
would remind hon. members that about 1922
or 1923 there were a considerable number of
unemployed in the metropolitan area, and
that a great fuss was made then. Deputa-
tions were sent to Parliament House to wait
on the then Premier, the present Leader of
the Opposition. In the course of five or six
weeks the thien Premier was able {o have
practically every one of the unemploved at
work, To-day the unemploved problem is
much bigger than it was at that time, and of
course it will take more effort ta get rid of;
hat I fai! to see why the Goverument should
blame private emplovers. A good many ex-
cuses have been made, a good many reasons
have lieen given for the existence of the un-
cmployed problem. The old falk is no longer
irotted out that unemployment is the Federal
Government's affair, That bas died a natural
death. Y have not heard it for the last few
vears, Then the explanation of an influx of
Southern Europeans was offered.

Miss Holman: That is a Federal Govuru.
iment matter.

Mr., RICHARDEOXN: That explanation
was put forward, hut we do not hear quite s
much ahont it to-day. From a recent remark
of the Premier I gather that private em-
Movers are a great deal to hlame. My ex-
perience of the private employer is that if
he has work to do he will very soon pet a
man ta dn it, but that if he has nol anv work
to do he is not premared to engaze labour,
save in exeeptional eireunmstances,  Only
vesterdav [ inrterviewed the manazer of one
of the larae metrmpolitan firms, and he was
rand enaneh to ploer two men whe had heen
ant of emplovinent for abont «ix months.

The Premier: Have yon been sbout the
State much, and noticed what the employ-
ers in the econntry districts have been
doinz?
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Mr. RICHARDSON: I am afraid I do
not avail myself of my free pass over the
railways very much.

The Premier: You do not know what

attitude they have been adopting? Ii is
all right in Sabiaco.
Hon, Sir James Mitehell: | have heen

out in the country districts,

The Premier: And you know jolly well
that foreigners are employed in the coun-
try distriets.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: No, I do not.

The Premier: Of course you do.

My, RICHARDSOXN: The (tovernment
have no right to ask private employers to
engage nore men than they can adequately
pay for. The electors have the right to
ask the (overnment what they intend to do
regarding the unemployed. That question
has not been answered yet. Nothing bas
been said or done that would lead us to be-
lieve that the (Government are taking Lho
unemployed dittienlty seriously.

The Premier: What was your remedy
for unemployment when you were a mem-
her of the Labour Party ?

Mr. RICHARDSON: Work.

The Premier: Can you distinguish be-
tween the policy of the Labour Party then
and the present-day policy?

Mr. RICHARDSON: Yes, | can,

The DPremier: f course, you would say
that!

Mr, RICHARDSON: ! do not want o
enter upon an argument with the I'reinier
on that question at this stage. If he wants
to discuss that phase, I shall be quite pre-
pared to do so outside the Chamber. The
Government have a tremendous amount of
work that they could start, and they have
£500,000 in hand for work on main roasl:.

Hon. (i. Tavlor: They have €800,000 odd,
inelnding the State’s eontributions.

Mr. RICHARDSON: Perhaps therem is
the difficulty; the State Government have
not been able to tind the money represent
ing their quota. Tf that is the positioa. ]
regard it as a scandalous thing that the
Government have not made thai money
available. The Federal Government have
been good enough to make that money
available to the State, and cerfainly the
State Government should make some effort
to raise their contribution in order {» geot
on with the work. There is any amownt of
reprodunetive work to be done in Western
Australia. In my electorate of Subiaco
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there is important drainsge work that bas
been held up for five years. That is work
of a reprodnctive nature. The people have
complained about the work being held up,
but the Government continue to do no-
thing, and the unemployed difficulty re-
mains. Many reasons have heen advenced
in explanation of the unemployment diffi-
culty, One is that there are too many
people living on the primary produeers, 8
phase with which 1 dealt during my
speech last year. The logical seolution to
that difficulty would seem to be the estab-
lishment of secondary industries, but we
know that that idea has long since been
exploded. Owing to circumstances over
which we have no control, we have been
torced to an acknowledgment of the fact
that we cannot get owr wecondary indus-
tries established here in competition with
thuse elsewhere. 'Then again we send too
much money out of the State.

The Minister for Railways: There were
1,000 persons employed in secondary mdus-
tries last year.

Mr. RICHARDSON:
enough.

The Minister for Railways: It was a fair-
I¥ large number.

The Premier; How muny do you think
should be employed?

Mr. RICILARDSON:
number than tbat.

The Minister for Railways: Is not the
employment of over 1,000 men in one year
a sign of pretty good progress?

Mr. RICHARDSOXN: As I pointed out
furmerly, we are sending too much money
out of the State, but how it is te be
stopped econstitutes a diffieult problem. I
suggest that the Government should lead
the way by sending as little money as pos-
sible out of the country, when they are ful-
filling their own requirements. Recently
tenders were let and overseas manufaetur-
ers secured the work. We know that steel
plates have been brought all the way from
England to Western Australia. At pre-
sent a contract has been let to manufae-
turers in Vietoria on behalf of the Gov-
ernment, ] would remind hon. members
that in my electorate we already have a
steel pipe manufacturing industry estab-
lished, likewise a plant for turning oumt
cast jron pipes. I am aware that it is the
policy of the Government not to use east
iron where it is possible to use steel. Sure-

That was mnot

A much greater
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ly some negotiations could have been set
on foot by which a reduction in the local
tender price eould have been made, and
thus saved the contract from going to the
Vietorian wanufacrurers.

The Premier: Do not you know the Gov-
ernment, have gone out of their way to
give contracts to the local people vou refer
to?

Mr. RICHARDSON: 1 do not.

Phe Premier: Be fair now: you do know!

Mr. RICHARDSON: I am always fair,
and [ endeavonr to be aceurate.

The. Premier: We went out of our way
fo give the coniract to that tirm.

Mr. RICHHARDSON : T am perfectly well
aware of that faet, and 1 mentioned thai
negotiations might have resulted in a re-
duction of the price put in by the Hume
Pipe people.

The Premier: We have given contraets Lo
those people even against the financial as-
pect of the nuestion. You should be fair!

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: Yon always
wive 10 per cent. prefevence to loeal people,

The Premier: And we have given more
than that.

Mr. RICHARDSON: [ accept the pre-
nier’s assurance.

The P'remier: We Jost money by it.

Mr. RICITARDSON: Then that lends
point to my argument ibat onr industries
cannot compete with those established out
side our hurders,

The Minister for lLands: We have been
siving tenders for 2,000 miles of wire nel-
fing to local firms for years past.

Mr. RICHARDSON: However, this re-
presents one of our difficulties regarding un-
employment.  The only way of evercoming
the problem is by providing work. It i= o
hig task, but the Government must face the
job. 1 think it was the Leader of the Op-
pesition who said that work begets work,
So it does. While the Gevernment will not
do anything I fail to see why private em-
ployers can be hlamned in any way.

The Premier: Do you say that the Gov
ernment have not done anything?

Mr. RICHARDSON: The Government
should start operations as early as possible,
and employ the men who cannot find work

now. .
The Premier: In what direction?
Mr. RICHARDSON: T have already

pointed out some directions in which work
ean be supplied.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Premier: Get away from the general
to the particular.

My, RICAARDSON: 1 have alreadr
pointed out that jt is over five years since
authorily was given for the drainage of
Shenton Park lake in Subiaco,

The PPremier: That is just a small work!®

Mr. RICHARDSON: The previous Gov-
ernment intended to earry out the work
straight away.

The T’remier: What a national work!

Mr. RICHARDSON: It forms part of
a bhig national scheme.

The Premier: There are hundreds of lakes
that could be drained.

Mr. RICHARDSON: Ii is no good the
Premier heing sareastic with me; I will not
take any notice of it!

The Premier: Truly a national work!

Mr. RICHARDSON: Of ecourse, it is a
national work,

The Premier: A small lake in Subiaco!

My, RTCHARDSON: It is work that the
Govermment only can undertake.

The Pyemier: Will that work bring in
any increagsed revenue?

Mr. RICHARDSON: No other body can
nndertake the work but the Government,

The Premier: Will it bring any inereased
wealth to the country?

Mr. RICHARDSON: It would bring re-
lief to residents in that part of the metvo-
politan avea, and they are quite as wortihy
of econsideration as are the people of
Boulder.

The Premier: 1 have not mentioned
Boulder; I keep iny constituency out of it
when T am taking.

Mr. RICHARDSON: Doubtless the Pre-
mict lus no oecasion to mention his con-
stifuency in Tarliament, for presnmably his
electors wet everything they want. We
private memhers have lo state our case in
Parliament or at deputztions in order to
seek relief, and whether or not the Premier
nezlects his distriet, I am not prepared to
neglect mine. T hope that in the near future
something will be done so that we will
obvinte the recurrence of the unemployed
difficulty. The present is the first time in
the history of Western Australia when men
have been forced to go from house to bouse
colleeting money, fond and eclothing, Tt is
the first time that we have had men appear-
ing at foothall matehes, at the racecourses
and about the citv streets with their eollee-
tion boxes, begzing for money.
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The Premier: Have you read what that
Englishman said in this morning’s paper
about migrants?

Mr. KECHARDSON: That man was here
for ten minutes, and, ol courss, he knows all
about it!

The Minister for Railways: Ife came out
on the boat with a hatch of migrants.

AMr. Grilfiths: And bis remavks do not re-
flect eredit on the people ut Home who sent
them out.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
thing about the people here.

The Premier: But he lknows something
about the people on the boat,

Hon. bir James Mitchell: Perhaps so, bul
he may not even know them,

The Premiex:
them on the boat.

Mr. RICHARDSON: I would like to
fouch upon another local matter. Recently
a tramline rumning along the Perth-Fre
mantle-road to Clarcmont, was opened up.
That bas been a great comfort to the jreople
in that distriet, but it has rather hampered
peopie at the other end of Claremont be-
cause there is no eonnecting link between
Nedlands amd Subiaco. People may desire
to ecome from Claremont and wounld like
a conneeting point at Broadway and the
Perth-Fremantle-road. 1t often happens
that a tram from Nedlands arrives at the
interscetion just before a tram has got there
from Claremont. There is often a wait of
25 to 30 minutes before the next tram ar-
rives. That difficnlty should easily be over-
come by the provision of a connecting point
that would meet the convenience of the pub-
lie, ff that were done it would beneficially
atfeet the tramway receipls, beeaunse, as it
is, people are mare likely to take a taxi and
run right in to Subiaco. 1 hope these mat-
ters will recelve some attention.

He knew no-

He was for a month with

MR. COWAN (Leonora) [512]: I ap-
preciate the opportunity to say a few words
in support of the mation for the adoptiun
of the Adliess-in-reply. T reeret 1 was not
present to Liear the Governor's Speech read,
or ta hcar the speech by the Leader of the
Oppasition.  After listenine to the remarks
of the Leader of the Country Party, I con-
fess I was left with an impression that the
Speech must have been a very depressing
produection,

Mr, Bampson: It was very uninspiring.
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Mr. COWAN: Having heard the Premier
in reply, however, my depression was en-
tively dispelled. I have just returted from
my electorate, and I am pleased to snnounc2
that there is & much more ontimistic feeling
there than has been evidenved for yeais past.
That applies to both the miuing and the
pastoral industiies, I have heard the present
Government discussed, und their actions
ctitivised, I am ypleased to adwmit, bowever,
that the administrative ability tbey have
shown has not been ¢lassilicd ay within the
category of those who benefit from “Dame
Fortune's tickle wheel.”  Their work has
been appreciated, and the ability displayed
has been regarded as otherwise than attribut-
able to that which was suggested by one hon.
member who referred to ‘*‘Lucky Collier.”
1 am also pleased to know, from the remarks
of the memher for Katauning (Mr. Thomn-
son) that there is a certain unity of interest
hetween the views of his party and members
sitting bebind the Government. We are told
that the Government have pul into fores
many things that the Country arty would
have earried out had they been given time.
Lt is very reassuring to nave that from the
eross-henches, for it means that we are not
to expeet any sericus opposition rom thai
gquarter. But quite in contradiction to the
vemarks of his leader, were the views of the
member for Toodyay, who attacked several
of our poliey planks, including that of the
44-hour week. Having worked in and around
the gold-mining districts of Western Aus-
tralia for a nwnber of years, I hope we
shall never see the reintroduction of the
48-hour week in the gold-mining industry
I am quite sure there are very few members
of the Houxe who would be prepared to
work in a level anvthing from 1,000 feet to
4,000 feet underground a four-hour week,
muel less than a 44-hour week, 1 have no
Lesitatiom in saving that for two inembers,
one the memhber for Toodyay, and the other
myselt, and [ ean assuve vou, Sir, that
while | am a member of this House I wilt
never advoeate nor support conditions for
otlers that T would not he prepared to
aceept for myselt. Although I have been
in the House but a little fime, I regret to
find we have a number of members who
seem either to lave forgotten or wish to
forget that there stifl exi-ts in ihe State
the industry that was vesponsible for plaring
Western Australin on the industrial wap,
namely, the gold-mining industry, We have
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here a number of members much more in
terested in red rust than in gold dust. I am
going to try to show some comparisons whicli
are unfair befween the conditions of the mau
on the land and those of the man who is
doing his best to devclop the gold-mining
industry. In and around the district I have
the honour to represent we had some few
years ago quite a number of prospectors
working and mininge their own shaws with
eonsiderable suceess. At thal time our State
hattery was kept working almost continu-
ously, with the resull that in my listrid
alone there were treated 56,000 tous of ore
Yor a return of uver (2,000 ounces of gold.
That was a very gratifving result, and it
meant eonsiderabie prosperity not enty in
the immediate distriet, but in the State as a
whole. Yel we find that during the time of
war amd tor a few years after, owing
to little or no stone being made available
for erushing at State batteries, there was n
weneral depression in prospecting activity.
However, within the Iast year or two, when
prospectors again showed thenxelves pre-
pared to give the mines in the district a
furtler trinl—sines justified hy results—we
were faeed with the position that the only
croshing  tocilities available to those en
were at the Cooleardie State battery, some
200 miles distant. This state of affairs was
not hronght ahout by the present admnis-
tration of the Mines Departinent,

Hon. G. Taylor: But it was brought ahout
by the pre-ent Government.

The Mini-ter for LRailways: Theve ave cer-
tain ¢compensating advantames.

Mr, COWAN: [ will deal with those ad-
vantages. The only one I know of is a sub-
#idy granted for the cartage of ore from
a miuve situated anywhere outside a five-mila
ridius of ‘the nearest railway siding, But
take the pu«ition of the man whose show i«
situsted within that radins wind whose ore i+
worth only 100 or 12 dwts. 1f there were
a battery in operation in the distriet, thut
man woiuld handle his ove only anee namely,
from the mine into the battery bin. But
under existinge eonditions he has to cirt the
ave to the siding, dump it down, huve it
carried to Cooloardie, where it goes throush
the same provess agnin.  The time lu-t aml
the inereased expenditure in handling means
mors thon the differenee hetween profit and
los<., Tn thess civmuastances we ave only en-
vouraging the wmen to pieh the eves out of
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the mise; that is to suy, to tuke out the rich
ore and leave behind the ore that if pro-
perly handled, would he payable. It was
methods such as these, followed in the earl-
iest days of the industry, that have leit us
with millivns of tons of ore that cannot now
be handled until some cheaper form of treut-
ment is devised.  Indeed, our existing con-
ditions relating to pro=pecting are just as
had as, it not worse, than they woe 25 years
azo.

Mr. Lindsay: You are not blaming this
side of the House for that!

Mr. COWAN: No, T am sorry 1 cannot
do that. I claim that we have in my district
the only mine at present employing a largs
number of men between Kalgoorlie and
Wilunu, | wm prepared to adwil that this
mine is working under considerable State as-
sistanee, As member for the distriet, it is my
duty Poth to the distriet and to the State
to mention this matter in the House, The
residents of that district, inore particularly
the workers who have built their homes and
reared their fawilies there, are very keenly
appreciative of the present Government's
action in granting that assivtanee. But apart
from the justification, T an pleased to say
che mite is equipped with the most modera
and up-to-date plant and is very economis-
ally managzed. If any members are sull-
ciently intecested to compare the costs of
that mine with those of other mines in West-
ern Australia, they wiil find that those eosts
speal volumes for the capabilities of the man-
regement. [ am also pleased to say that I hope
within the near future that developments on
that mine will prove that every penny of
that loan money has been fully justified. Ii
would have heen nothing short of a calamity
had that mine heen allowed to close down
and throw out of employment a large num-
ber of men-—particularly when we remembar
how much unemployment there is in the
State. Bnt U want to point to some rather
unfair conditions in the treatment of the
20ld mining industry as eompared with that
of nzrieulture. A sieel hauling rope used
for the purpose of hauling ore from under-
sround to the =urface on the Sons of Gwalia
weighs about 12 tons, and the railway
freicht on that rope from Fremantle to
(Gwalia is no less than £75. That is a very
big sum.

Hon, G. Taylor:
rope?

Mr. COWAN: 1 cannot «ay.

What is the cost of the
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The Minister for Railways: We have re-
duced railway freights on mining requisites
by 12Y per eent.

Mr. COWAN: And still the freight o
such a rope from Fremantle to Gwalia is £75.
Yet the Railway Department is prepared to
carry the same fonnage over the same rail-
nge in agricaltural areas—T1 refer to fencing
wire, wire netting or superphosphate—for a
very much lower rate than it is prepared to
carry anything for the mining industry, It
is very poor encouragement for those pre-
pared to entleavour to carry obo in the in-
dustry to which, as I have already said, quite
a number of our other industries owe their
very existence,

Mr. Thomson: You have our sympathy.
We have always supported any encourage-
ment for the gold mining industry.

Mr. COWAXN: I am glad to bear it. It
supports my contention that, after all, there
is very little difference between our poliey
and that of the Country Party. There is
another matter related to mining, and in this
L am quite sure T will have the sympathy of
all members of the Assembly. T have already
referred to the bad conditions that prevailed
in the earlier days of gold mining in Wesl-
ern Australia. We now find a great number
of the men who worked in the industry in its
infancy, immates of the Wooroloo Sana-
torium. This is a deplorabie reflection, A
number of those men are personal acquaint-
ances of mine, and I say it is the duty of ali
nembers to see that our future conditions
ute surh thal those prepared to work in the
industry will have an assurance that they
will be able to live out their declining years
under happier conditions. Whereas at one
time we had to rely exclusively on the gold-
mining indnstry for our existence, we now
have an indnstry of more recent growth in
this State and which is certainly prosperous.
T refer to the sheep and ecattle raising in-
dustry. A number of our early pioneers
took up considerable {racts of conntry in my
distriet and proved that that eountry would
warry stock. But those men were not in a
position te develop it. Nevertheless they
were the means of bringing in interested
pastoralists from the Eastern States who
have since invested tens of thousands of
pounds in the development of mil-
lions of acres of country which we
in our early-day ignorance considered
worthless. Those men have developed
their places very systematically. They
seem to be quite satisfied with the laws
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of the land, and they have spent many thona-
ands of pounds on fencing, sinking wells,
erecting windmills, and stocking up with the
very best class of stock. I am pleased to
say they have not asked the Government
for very mueh. However, there is one thing
they do ask for, indeed have been askings
tor since a time bhefore I took my seat iu
this House, The member for Pingelly last
evening ‘thanked the Government for having
provided suitzble trucking facilities in =
portion of his electorate. 1 clwim that in
point of trucking stock lLeonora is one of
the most importaut plares in Western Aus-
tralia at the present time. The stations up
there are stocked with both sheep and cat-
tle. Some members may think we are for-
tunate in having one set of trueking yards.
But there is a disadvantage in that. We
have at present yards suitable only for the
trucking of cattle. In all probability in
the near future we shall have 400 or 500
head of fat cattle periodically coming downr
to the market. The owners will have tu
charter a special train for the removal of
those cattle. That train probably will come
along aboul 3 o'clock in the afternoou.
which means that the eattle will be yarded
at sundown that evening. At abuut 8 o’elock
that same evening our 5-mile-an-hour speed-
hog of an cxpress will put in its appear-
ance gnd pasg very elose to the trucking
vards, filled with 400 or 300 fat catile. Un
that ineoming train there will be probahly
two trucks of stud sheep from South Aus-
tralin. Those sheep will have to be unloadei
that night in the same yard as the 400 or
500 hend of cattle. Those ecattle have not
seen many white men, and certainly they
have not been hand-fed and stall-tended. Tt
is only a matter if time before those cattle
will rush that yard. Then there
will be considerable loss of wvalonable
stock, and indeed it will be fortunate i
thore is mnot also loss of human Hle
A reruest was made for the erection of a
vard for the handling of sheep. The di~
irict eontains hundreds of thousands of
sheep, and markets mauy tons of wool. T¢
will thus be realised that this request is
only fair. When four or five hun-
dred cattle take it into their heads
to make a rush in the yard, nething will
stop them, and many of them will he
injored. The remainder will go into the
bush, and months will elapse before thev
are mustered, and before they can be sent
in to be trucked again. Who will bu re-
sponsible for the pavment for the special
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train that may have to wait to load the
missing eatile? WNo doult the man who
ordered the train will be recarded as re-
sponsible. When this =ort of thing hap-
pens it will be necessary to build two vards,
a cattle yard and a sheep yard, Why wmt
until it does haoppen! Why not give the
people the yard they have asked for, so
that the sheep inay be properly handled! I
am a little Seoteh. [ think it is befter Uy
build one yard now than to go to the ex-
pense laler on of building two yards., DPuas-
toralists have turned this portion of tue
back country te profitable account. Swune
ol vs were misguided enough to look upm
that part of the Stute as u-eless, but thesn
men have twned it to account and am
surelv worthy of a little consideration,

The Minister for Railways: They will et
it, too.

Mr, COWAX: T am sorvy my remorke
are directed so much at the Ainistér fin
Railways.

The Minister for Railways:
never menlioned this hefore,

Mr., Latham: We ave enjoying it

Alr. COWAN: Shortly after taking my
seat in the Houee, T asked some questions
with remord to one through train o weol:
to Teonora. We ave only 500 miles frowm
Pe-th, and vet, in order to reach I.conor:
an Friday night, we have to leave Perth at
5 o’clock on Wednesday evenine. \We have
two trains a week. One leaves Kalgoorlie
on Monday morning and returns on Tues-
dav, and the other leaves on Friday and
returns on Saturday. There is no con-
necling train hetween Perth and ILeo-
nora. Is it nany wonder that tho<e
who can afford to do =o avail them-
selves, when possible, of motor trans-
port? I am not so mnech concerned
abaut these who use motors as I am about
the husiness people and the residents, who
have tn rely upon the railway service fur
their supplies, and those who aore obliged
to moke use of the railway passenger s
viee. Tet me instanee a woman with u
voung fomily. She leaves Perih on Wed-
nesday and reaches Kalgoorlie on Thurs.
dav.  She then has to leave the train and
ek accommodation in the town for her-
self and her children. Fortunately for
ler she reecives greater consideration from
hotelkeepers and hoardinghmuse proprietor:
than she would if placed in similar eirent-
staners in Perth. Tf g woman with threns
nr fone yvoune Anstralinns senght areom-
modation in Perth, she wonld walk the

You have
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streets {row morning till night before find-
ing any. 1 have bad personal experiens
of that sort of thing,

Hou. G. Taylor: That is peculiar to all
the citiex in Aasiralis,

Mr. COWAN: Uur young Australians
ure not thought aus much of when their
wothers ave looking for accommodation s
they wese in 1914, when they were in great
demand.,  To-day o young Australian is nics
wanterddl hy those whe mannge hotels and
lodging houses, Apart from the inconve-
nience eaused to the woman, she has to
vateh a train on Friday morning and does
el veach leonora until 8 o’elock at night.
’robably she has to leave by motor car at
daylight next morning and travel hetween
30 and 151 miles. That is a big journey
for a woman with a young family to under-
tnke. Many of these women are the wives
of men who are working ontback. 1 har.
had expervience of these places. Men do
not wet such high rates of pay that tner
wives can afford to throw away mouey i
unnevessary expenditure.  Apparently, wc
enn offer wonderful conveniences to travel
lers who are going out of the State. Thera
nre no vexatious delays for people who go
iy the Greal Western Railway. If we enn
inake these arrangement for people who
are leavine the State, surely we should be
prepared to do likewise for those travel-
ling within it, developing it, and opeuinw
up the industries in the hack couniry. These
peaple are entitled to consideration. I tru-t
the Minister for Railways will see that we
wet 0 through service to Leonora. A par-
ticulor measure was dealt with last ses-
sion.  Its importance will hear political
fruit in the near future. I sincerelv hope
that whatever alteration is brought ahout
in the personnel of the Honse, thronzh the
passing of that Bill, it will be for the bene-
fit of the State as a whale, and not for
any one section of the community. As a
neweomer in this Chamber, I wish to thank
memhbers for extending to me so uninter-
tnpted a hearing.

MR. GRIFFITHS (Avon) [5.37]: On the
Address-in-reply members are allowed 1o
ranihle over the fields of thought,

The I'remier: T hope not teo many.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The Premier's sigh
makes one assume that he wants the de-
bate to conclude.

The Premier: T hope yon will not go too
far afield.
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Alr, GRIFFITHAS: The member for Leo-
nora has spoken of the unfortunaie men
who are taken to Wooroloo because of the
tll-eMects upon their health brought about
hy their ocenpation. I should like to ev-
plain certain statements I have made in
this House upon tuberculosis. I have asked
several questions in the Chamber.

The Premier: Goodness knows, you have!

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I do not know whether
the ’remier is posing as the funny man of
the House.

The Premier: 1 agreed that yom had
asked questions all right.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: And these questions
were to the point. I have been told that I
write o lot of letters. I certainly answer
letters that are sent to me, which 15 a rule
all members do not obgerve. 1 always agree
with any sympathetic references goldfields
members may make to those vnfortunate
men who have to seek an asylum at the
Woursleo Sanatorium. I said I had asked
questions about which the Premier was so
tfunny. These referred to hovine tuber-
vulosis. There has been a campaign in
Great Britian and Australia in regard to
the great white plague, as it ic termed,
tuberculosis. That campaign has taken
definite shape in certain action in Great
Brtain and recently in New South Wales
with regard 1o bringing into effect the
tuberenlin tests of ecattle, I did noi in-
tend to-night to say anything on this
question but was going to leave that until
we reached the Fstimates. The few noles
T have, however, will be illuminating tn
the House, and will explain to the Minis-
ter for Agriecnlture why I referred to these
questions before. The other nicht I asked
some questions in regard to the embargzo
that has been placed upon our cattle by
the Dutch East Indian anthorities. Again
the P’remier has a echance to be funny.

The Minister for Railways: Some of
vour guestions are funny.

Hon. Q. Taylor: And the answers are
worse.

The Mirister for Railways: The questions
deerve the answers .

Mr. GRIFFITHS: T was told thal steps
were being taken to prove that the stale-
ment that our certificates were uvnirust-
worthy was incorvect. Last session infor-
ma*ion wos given to me fron Canberrs
coneerning the Wyndham Meat Wor ks, and
the inspection of cattle slaughtered thera
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for export during the period 1921 io 1323
inclusive. I find that in 1927, 54!} cattle
soffering from tuberculosis were deslroyed
at the Wyndham Meat Works. In 1924
the increase was more than double, wus
many as 1,164 heing destroyed. In the case
of forequarters, in 1927 eleven wcre de-
stroyed, and in 1928, 24 had to be de-
stroyed. In the case of hindquaricys che
figzures were four and twenty respectively.
When 1 asked the questions last session
the Minister for Agriculture was a littie
concerned as to my reason for doing so.
My reason was this: if it is true, a5 stated,
that tuberculesis prevails to that oxtent
amongst the cattle in the North-West, one
wonders what the position is with tae dairy
cattle in the South-West,

Hon. (3. Taylor: There is more inspection
in the South-West.

Mr, GRIFFITHS: Dairy cattle are more
liable teo tuberculosis than are eaiile that
are kept for slaughter. [ belicve that in
Perth the milk supply is very mueh imn-
proved eompared with what it used to be.
There 15 a closer inspection of dawry herids,
and- the chance of children being anffectcd
by bovine tuberculosis through Arinking
milk has to a large extent been minimised
in the metropolis.

Mr. Sampson: Pascomi has done a lot.

Mr, GRIFFITHS: In the back country
m ex-member of the House impressed me
very much by showing me certain ecattle
that had to be destroyed after inspeetion,
What 1 suw impressed me with the fact
that Lhere was more tuberculosis amongst
our cattle than the authorities were pre-
pared to admit. Just recently a series of
articles have appeared in the country Press
setting out the danger of infectious dis-
eases and particularly stressing the menace
of the tubercle bacillus infeetion fiom ile
use of milk. At a conference recently held
in New South Wales the Berrima braneh
of the Country Women's Association ear-
ried a resolution dealing with this subjeet.
Let me first explain that the assoctation
in question is a non-sectarinn and non-
political body and its membership is some
0,000, The resvlution read—

Tha* the Borrima district Lranch desire to
JYraw attention to the necessity for further
retion of t sting agninst tuberculosia in enttle,
from hoth the economie and health standpoints,
vl opeeomrends that a1l private owners of
ewwe who are us'ne milk for their ewn familiss,
hav the eatt’e texted, 2wl that all zehanls anl
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institutions using milk take the necessary steps
to assure that their milk supply comes from
tubercle-free herds. The association desires te
offer every encouragement in pushing forward
the scheme of voluntarly accredited tubercle-
froe herds.

At that conference the delegates reccived 3
special message from Sir Neville Iowsc,
Federal Minister for Health. T am refer-
ring to this matter to-night because 1 fecl
that our Minister for Health (Mr. Mun-
sie) should endeavour to follow in the steps
of the authorities in New South Wales who
have by their labours established Lnbersle-
free herds. That is the position also in
the Federal capital territory, The message
of the IFederal Minister tor Health is as
follows:i—

The elimination of Dbovine tuberculosis in
Australia  would add econsiderably to the
wealth of our eattle industry, but would
also have an effeet upon the health of the com-
wmunity to which no monetary value ean be
given. It is a rccognised faet that a consider-
able amount of tubcereulosia in children, espeei-
ally that form which is manifested by enlarged
glands and bone lesions, is due te infection by
tubercie bacilli of lbovine origin, The usual
channel of infection is through the mitk supply,
and one method of eliminating it is by testing
all cows suppying mik for human consump-
tion, with tuberculin. Great strides have been
made in Unitel States of Anerica in the elim-
ination of bovine tuberculosis. During the year
ended 30th June, 1928, 10,826,280 cattle were
tested, while & total of 21,418,877 are under
State nnd TFederal supervision for ithe eradicu
tion of the disease. In Australin the system of
testing all dairy herds has lieen adopted in the
Federal capital territory, whilst the syatem of
providing for aceredited tuliercle-free herds has
Lieen adopted in New Mouth Wales, and the
movem-nt is slowly cxtending, Beeause of the
large areans devoted to cattle raising in Aua-
tralin, the testing of all eattle is mot within
the hounds of practieability at present, but the
estabtislment of tubercle-free areas for all
dairv enttl® is n much to he descired aim, eapeci-
ally in respeet of eountry towns where a sestem
of efiiciont pastenrisation of milk js not prae-
ticahle,

The list T saw puhlished recently in the Gov-
ermment  “Acericultural Gazette” of New
Sonth Whles vives somethine in the neigh-
hourhnod of 50 herds which have been de-
elared tuberele-free.  All this may apnear
to he wearisome to hon. members, but the
subjret is of extreme importanre. The mem-
bBer for Leonora (Mr., Cawnn) dealt with
the dire effects of 2 <omnwhat
ease in human heings, and personally T have
lost many old friends and goldfields ac-
qnaintances throush the zame troohle. This
prompts me to lay emplasis on the impowt-
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ance of giving the subject attention, and 1
am bringing it forward in the hope of in-
dueing Ministers to realise that everything
possible should be done to ensure a pure
milk supply. I know I shall be told that
already a great deal has been doue in the
metropolitan area, and I admit thut the milk
supply in and around the city is more whole-
some than it was some time ago. But we
must not lose sight of the faet that some
system of pasteurisation is necessary for
eountry towns, With this I will elose the
subjeet. Recently I asked some questions
with regard to hire purchase machinery
agreements. I think it was in 1919 that 1
had brought under my notice the ease of a
man who had bought a harvester and after
using it for a couple of seasons had it taken
from him. It is because of cases soch as
that, T feel I am justilied in asking the Gov-
ernment to bring forward an amendment to
the hire purchase legislation. In the case
1 have just mentioned the man bonght =
harvester and his erop was a partial failure,
He waos only able to pay half the first pro-
missory note. In the next year, 1914, hi<
crop was a total failure, and the man was
unable to pay the promissory note that fell
due. In the next year he had a fair erop,
and in the subseguent year he paid off the
second promissory note. In 1918 he paid
ofl the third promissory note, leaving hali
of a previous promissory nete unpaid, to-
gether with the sum of £30 acerued interasst,
bringing up the total to £32. Just as he wa~
starting to harvest, the machinery peuple
stepped in and took charge of the harvester,
despite the faet that the man had ap to
then paid £91 of the total of £118 10s. The
farmer had wsed that harvester on prac-
tieally two erops only, and at the end .
demand was made for £52. Whether the
machinery prople ultimately colleeted that
amount or not I do not know. The fact
remains that they received nearly two-third-
of the cost of the machine, and then took it
away from the farmer. Repeatedly have |
asked in this House ecertain qguestions on
the subjeet of hire purchase agreements, and
his is the third or fourth time that T have
referred to this particular incident. Some
thne back I placed in the hands of the lute
Mr R. T. Robinson when he wa: Attorney
General, or perhaps it waz Mr. Draper, who
also filled that portfolio, a copy of the Can-
adian statute dealing with hire purchase
agreements. That eopy must still he in the
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departinent somewhere, and as far an 1 can
rememher it provides that in the event of
seizure of an implement, three people shall
value the machine, one of them to represent
the buyer, smother the s ey, snd the thirl
to be independent of the parties, the dnty
of each being to pat the price on the maehine
in its existing condition, the amount havmy
heen paid to be deducted from the total cost,
and slould there he p halanee either way
the matter then to bhe referred tn either
party. 1 have had a gonod deal to do of
Jate with the manager of the Azvicultaral
Bank and the Industrie~ Assistance Board,
and T have learut of many people purchasin,.
wotor ears instead of nsing that mwoney in
paying interest or vents. What [ should like
to see in rezard to the wachinery husiness
is that the hire purchase should he an ovdin
avy purchase, and that a bill of =ale should
he given over the article. Then -t least 14
days' notice shonld he given to these people
who know well that the farmer eould nm
aftord to buy an expensive car. sand sp en-
ahle them 1o proteet the man as well o
themselves against making a fonlish pur.
chase, That would be welcomed by tle man-
ager of the Agrienltural Bank and by the
Industries Assistance Board.

The Minister for Railway=: We could not
control such a thing.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: It should be possible
to eontrol such foolish actions, and if there
were a bill of sale, what miglt prove a fool-
ish purchase could be stopped. A bill of
sale is a proteetion for the trader, Whether
suck 2 course could be followed I am noi
prepared to argue, but I do contend that it
should not he possilde for such u ease as 1
have instanced to be recorded—the removal
of n machine, and giving the farmer who
had paid two-thirds of the cost, no credit
whatever for that payment. It seems ex-
traordinary that it sbould be possible for a
man to pay so much off a harvester ang then,
after using it for harely two seasons, to
lnse it altogether. So far a5 I know, the
machine was undamaged and had been well
cared  for. T suppose 1 shall have
i0 keep harping on the suhject, and some
slay perhaps steps will be token in the direc-
tion I am advocating. TIn any case | have
made it clear that a gross injustice was per-
petrated in the case I have referred to.
Reerntly T paid a visit to the South-West
in company with the Miniter tor Education.
In the past I have had very little to say
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about the South-West, hat ns a Country
Party member 1 should now like to give a
few of my hinpressions. Back in 1900 T was
in the Leeuwin country and T saw what was
being done in a =mall way without any
elahorate preparation. Even then I had a
vague impression that the South-West was
capable of great things. T should like io
bear testimony to the publie spirit displayed
by the mill workers, settlers and townspeople
of Pemberton and Manjimup. In Pember-
ton there wus a branch of that very fine
orvaanisation, the Pavents' and Citizens’ As-
snciation, headed by the capable school-
master, Mr. Glew, who is a past master in
orvanising. He has manifested great en-
thusidsm in the district and it has been nobly
re-ponded to by the people generally. At
Pemberton the people have provided for the
town—not for the school alone—a swimming
pool 110 vards long by 45 yards wide, with
# muximum depth of 11 feet, giving a water
space of over an aere. The cost of labour
was nol recorded beeanse it was mostly
volunteer labour, but the cash cost to the
people was £150, At the school there is a
nursery, and a pine plantation has been
started. T bhad the curiosity to look through
the minute book to ascertain what amount
of money those people had collected and I
found that sinece 1925 the cash collected had
amounted to £1,109. Volunteer work to the
valre of £377 was also done, making a total
of £1486 to improve the school grounds,
provide & tennis eourt for the girls, a ericket
pitch, pine plantation, swimming pool, and
school equipment in the shape of pictures
and sports material. Money has also been
made available to give the children a holiday
at Bunbury during the summer. A com-
munity who work for the common welfare
in such an enthusiastic manner is deserving
of our highest eommendation. The money
was raised partly by donations, but mainly
by weekly or fortunightly collections among
the people. T had the pleasure of visiting, in
company with the Minister and the member
for Nelson, a number of the settlers, and
after inspeeting vavions holdings I came to
the comelusion that the -ettlers were men who
could not zo wrong.  The following will
illustrate the tvpe of settler we met: the
man was fromn the north of Ireland, a born
wit who, when we congratulated him on his
nice orchard and fine erop of potatocs—the
pulatues were a side line that Le expected
would bring him in €460 to €300—told us
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that he was now on the place for the third
time. He would go on to the block, work
it tor a year or two and then go away and
resume sleeper cutting or timber falling.
Then he would return to his block and do
some more work. In that way he bad gradu-
ally made a nice holding of it and his or-
ehard was just coming into bearing.

Mr. J. H. Smith: He was not a group
rettler.

Mr., GRIFFITHS: No. That reminds
we thal we saw a group settler of whom the
Minister asked why be did not get more
vows. lLle had done very good work on lis
IHack, and his reply was, “T am not goiny
to get more cows until my pastures arve ready
lor them, and then I want to get them with
my own money instead of borrowing money
from the bank.” There are many settlers of
thal description, T was greatly impressed
with the fertility of the country, which ean-
not be guestioned. I understand that we
were not shown the worst holdings, but to
the north-west and west of I’emberton I un-
derstand there are many thonsands of aecres
of equally good land, extending, indeed, as
far as Nannup. I vealised that the ultimate
sticeess of the right type of settler is beyond
all doubt, in so far as dairying and inten-
sive culture nve concerned. During the visit
I beard certain complaints regarding the
IPorests Departinent. I was given to under-
sland that the department ave taking the
2,000,000 acres reservation in a face, includ
ing all the fertile gullicx. That is not right.
I also learned that the departioent are lens-
ing some of those gullies. II the depart-
ment are deing that, it appears to me they
ave bnilding up another Lands Department.
The people consider it is not in the best in-
terests of the Sonth-West that the country
should be taken in a foee with all the fertil:
gullies included. The gullies should be ex.
empt from foresry operations. After my
visit 1 am satisfied that with the right typ=
of' sett'er, there is a great future before thal
part of the State. On various ocecasions the
menther for Nelson and I have had little ex-
chantes across the floor of the House re-
garding the South-West, but these have not
been due to anv condemnation by me of the
South-We t. The hon. memher has misun-
derstond soue of the thines I said. T have
always heen syvmpathetie townrds his advo-
racy of closer settlement, and am not ex-
clusively ¢ wheat-lelt man. I endeavour to
take as broad a view as possible of the whole
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State and its requirements. There is one
serious aspect of South-West' settlement
with which I am sure the Minister for Agri-
culture will agree It is part of Labour's
agricu.tural policy to encourage research
work to cope with stock and plant diseases.
Therefore the Minisier should seriously con
sider what I am about to say regarding the
South-\Vest and its pests. I do got wish o
usurp the prerogative of the mewber for
Nel-on, but this matter was brought before
my notice by one of the settlers and 1 feel
sure the hon. wember will not take umbragy
at my mentioning it.

Mr. J. H. Smith: 1 am very pleased to
recgive some support.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The pest I have in
mind is the lucerne flea. Members who know
litlle of the subject may think it a matter of
no importance, but 1 assmre the House that it
is a seriony meance to the luceine and clover
erops, Certain action has been taken in
South Australia, where tremendous damage
has been done by the pest, but investigatior
there has proved that only on agricultural
land of the higher class ean the chemieal
remedy be applied to combat this fearfui
pest. Alr. Holdaway, one of the Federal
Government’s research students, has given
the matter eonsiderable attention. A recent
Press cutting stated—

The Couneil for Peientifie and Industrial Re-
search have veeeived a report {rom Mr. G. F.
Hill, who had revently visited Sonth Australia
to carry out preliminary imvestigations on the
lucerne flea pest, which was becoming » serious
menace to the suceessful growth of lucerne,
cereals, elovers, ind other pasture plants in the
Stutr,  The report indieated that the jusect had
beeome too widely disteifuivd to L suceoes-tully
centrolled by artificial moans, and that the only
rutisfactory eclution of the problem uppenr.-d
to be the diseovery amd introduction from
alroad of effective natural enemics . . . . ..
Mr, Holdway, who is now in the United Sintes,
hut whao enrried out investieations on the o erne
flra hefore Le left South Anstratin, indieates
that in landy of higher agrienMural volue n
partial solution of thr problem might Lie founid
hy cliemienl treatment of the soil,

Members representing South-West constitu-
riwvies will probably have something more to
=0y ahout this menace. The Federal Rovern.
ment are dainz something and T trust tha:
when the vote for our entomologiral staf
v nnder considaystinn {here wil' he 1 atint
inz of monev for the emryving on of their
investizatipns, Mr. Newman is doeing very
useful work and <hould receive every en.
conragemeni. The cireular he sent out re-



{7 Avcusr, 1929.]

cently has been most helptul. There are
other pests such as the red earth mite, which
I bave seen in places like Tammin, where
the whole of the vegetation was swept away
as by a blight in the course of a couple of
nights. The scientific staff of the Depart-
ment of Agriculturc—the bug bunters as
they are sometimes faceticusly called—should
he assisted to the utmost, and I hope we
shall not be niggavdly when their votes
vome before us for consideration.

Sitting suspended from 6,15 to 750 pm.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: [ desiie to express my
appreciation of what was done by the Lanls
Dopartment in regard to fixing up the trar«-
ter of certain blocks for the East-West Air-
ways, so that they could have the beacon
erected in time for the imitiation of their
service. From the Minister and the CUniler
Seeretary downwards, I was afforded evarv
opportunity to allow this transfer to be
effected rapidly, so that eleetric light migni
be installed and other necessary work per-
formed in time, There is 8 vexed topiu
which has oceupicd the attenthion of almosk
every member of the Chamber and upun
whirh 1 desive to express my views. I re-
fer to unemployment. Reading th:
remarks of the Leader of the Opposition
it scoms ta me that though the Premier ha-
found his position a fairly hard one. vet
he has had many props supporting him 1
his manipulation of the Siate's affaive
When certain props have been removed,
do nut know how we will get on; I feor
we shall have increasing deficits. The Hrst
thing that strikes me in this eonnection '~
that between 1913 and 1127 the taxation of
produrtion has inereased from 10.4 per eent
to 195 per cent.; that is to say, it has
practically doubled itself. There has bcer
a #ond deal of talk ahout reduction of taxa-
tion. but it is nn use addressing that tatk
to the man in the country who has to pay
the cheque. His chetue hutts tell him, ant
will tell all those who investigate them, that
in manv coses there has been somethin:
more than a doubling of taxation. The Pre-
mier to-night interjected that the Gover:.-
ment could not help the inereases in lamd
value. As rezards the farmers, however, we
of this party have pointed out over anid
ove oot ial they ar. now chaea el twa
taxes, hoth land and income tax, instead of
on'v the greater one of the two. There is
alsa the removal of the £230 exemptior..
Again and again have we argued in this
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House in favour of investigation to see
whether something cannot be done to redure
the buiden on the primary producer. Tazi-
tiun on production, | repea, between 1914
and 1927 has increased from 1¢.4 per cent.
to 19.6 per cent. Federal grants to assist
revenue show that there has been an increase
of £226,000 in this item aud of £197,000 in
taxation, muking a gross inerease of
£423,000. These are some of the props to
which I have referred.

Hon. (. Taylor: You uaré speaking of
the last Hoancial yeari

Mr, GRIFFITHS: Yes. The Federal
Uoverument’s aid to our finances include the
special grant of £300,000, increased interest
on transferred properties £22,000, payment,
of part of our sinking fund £91,607, road
grant, if we care to use it, £384,000, makin
a wtal of €797,500 odd. In addition to =l
thiz, lo-al authorities have during the five
svars  inereased  their  borrowings Lv
£1,048,000, The Stute BSavings Bank de-
posits have increased by £2,000,000, and ov-
dinary bank advances by £5,430,000. Al
this is in favour of the State. These thin.s
are props which should help the financiaf
posilion, and in spite of them we have
uncmployment. I have heard a good deal
albont Southern Europeans, for whom I hold
no briet. 1 wus at the Mundaring Wew
a tew days age, and 1 spoke to two of these
ien.  They bad been travelling avound the
vountry lor more than three months look-
inng Lor work. They said that they counbl
not zet any work on the wheat belt, that
the farmers had no work for them, I
s been stated here to-night emphatically
by the D'remier that the farmers are ew-
ploying Southern Europeans, and thst tna
Leader of the Opposition knows they are
doing so. I declure that it is not so. Ther:
arc cases in which elearing has been doae
with Southern Ewropean labour by inde-
pendent fariners in n pusition to employ
then. They employ tha Southern Europenns
-=T regret to have to say this--because -mr
tmu people will not do the work, because
our own people very often start a job and
leave it unfinished, with a store bill ex-
ceeding the value of the work they havs
done. That has ovenrred repeatedly in and
acound Westonia. I will give particulars
of the ease of a man who was granted per-
wisavin b cuiploy Southern Buropeans. I
didl not know whether this men was a con-
stituent of tnine or of Mr. Corboy, so I
took him to Mr. Corbuy in the firs instanae.
The mrn had had some Southern Earopeans
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—Dalmatians or Albanians—-ewpleyed en
elearing, but the ediet weut forth that the..
tuen were not 1o he emploved. Accordingly
they were put off. A reguest was made *»
have thiem reinstated, but it was refused.
Three men were then sent to this famn-r
by the secretary of the Timher Workers'
{'nign, men supposed to come frowm th
South-West. Twa of them stayed a wesk,
.and one staved a fortnight., They left
saying thev could not make tucker at th-
job.  They left behind them a store 'l
exceeding the value of the work they hid
downe. The farmer thereupon wirved to the
secretary of the union, who sent three merve
men. The farmer happencd to be an old
comrade of the unien secretary. This lor
of three men stayed ahout the same length
of thne, and cleared out leaving a stose
hill in their turn. Firally the farmer came
to Perth and made an appeal to the M
ister, saving it was absolutely impossible fo-
him to earrv on in this way. He potuled
out. that he could not get loral men to do
the work, and that it meant either that he
was going to make some money out of th
coming harvest hy getting this work do.-,
ov. that he would luse the lot. He was wcs:
anxions to get a ecertain arvea of laul
leared in time, An arvrangement was maiv
to alluw him to employ certain men to bl
him out of hix dificulty, That was agnins
the order which had been issued; but th.
Minister in this instance, having regard to
the farmer’s position, waived the conditiu:,
so as to allow him to get his clearing don-.
1 hear the member for Fremantle (Mr, Sl -
man) and other hen. members talk about
farmers heing unpatriotic in the matter »f
employment. TLet me take the case of tu:
Minister for Works. ¥e has a farmn, anl
T believe he has had a dam sunk there, ard
I .presume he did not put men on day labon:
to do dam wsinking. I believe he would
goet it done by contract, 1f he did it by
dax labour, he s a bigger fool than I take
him to he,

Ministertal Member: He paid more than
fny other farmer in the distriet.

Mr. Lindsay: Tha{ remains to he provel.

, Mr, GRIFFITHS: If the Alinister for
Works did not have his dam sunk by con-
tract, T will say he was a fool not to have
gone about the thing in the usual business
way. Rimilarly, T do not think for a moment
thai the Minister for Works would be o
strong advocate of the 44-hour week on his
farm, nor would the Premier. during harvest
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time, when a stormn wight come along and
wipe out the resutt of the year's work. That
is my reply to the accusation thai the farm-
ers are unpatriotie in employing these men.
Generally speaking, very few Southern Eu-
ropeans are employved by farmers. A son of
mine is going on a bloek in a fortnight’s
time, and las to get his clearing done; and
T am expecting trouble for him hefore he gets
his bit of land cleared. I have had my fling as
regards hire-purchase of machinery, and also
with reference to the spread of tuberculosis
theough the milk supply. As to the latter
point, I hope it will appear that Western
Australia is in a better position than is some-
times stated to be the case. To-day I have
given notice of eertain questions 1 desire to
ask the Minister for Agricultural Water
Supplies concerning an extension of the
Relka water scheme, as follows:—

What year will the Belka water scheme ex-

tension he cvompletely paid for by the setilera?
Does a reduction then hecome operative?

I have also given notice of the following
Juestion to the smme Minister:—-

Will he inquire inte the eharge of Ga, 8d. per
thousand gatlons for excess water charged on
the Delka extension of the goldfields water
achemr as compared with the 24, 6d. per thons-
and gallens charged on the South IMine’s Hil
extension, ard make a reduction to the BRelka
schene?

The Minister for Agrieultural Water
Supplies: You should have raised that
question when your Government made the
price 6s. 8d. per thousand gallous.

My, GRIFTFITHS: We are told that the
Goldfields Water Scheme is to-day practic-
ally the property of the penple of Western
Australia. T do not know whether it is out of
place for me to venture sweh an opinion,
lmit it appeurs to me, at any rate, that hav-
ing purchased the secheme and got it into our
own hamds, and having now only te main-
tain it and keep it in good order, we might
very well reconsider the whole system of
priring the water thronghont the wheat hell.
Thi=  sn-ealled Goldfields Water Supply
Scheme is really a wheat belt-goldfields
srheme,

Mr. Lindsax: The goldfields water supply
was paid for by the whole of ihe people of
this State, not by the goldfields people
alone.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: T1pwards of 50 per
cent, uf the water usial from thc seheme at
present is mwed throughont the wheat belt,
and the Government should eonsider the re-
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lationship between the agricultural industry
and the water supply scheme.

The Minister for Agricultural Water Sup-
plies: Are you advocating an inerease of the
lower rates, or a reduction of the higher
rates?

Mr, GRIFFITHS: 1 wounld suggest a flat
rate if possible, As it is, it seems that the
more enterprising men who go outback are
penalised accordingly, The rate of 104. and
1s. is not too bad if a man is making a suc-
cess of his property, for he can really make
it profituble berause of his stock.

The Minister for Agricultural Water
Supplies: No farmer is rated at 1s.; the
highest rate is 10d.

Mr, GRIFFITHS:
to Belka—was
reduced to 10d.

The Minister for Agricultural Water Sap-
plies: Your Government fixed the rate at
1s. and it was reduced to 10d. by the pre-
sent Government.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: That is so. I do not
think a rate of 10d., particularly in the early
stages of a man’s development of his holding,
is a good proposition. T krow that these peo-
ple will sign anything to et a water supply,
hoping that, should the venture not prove
profitable to them, they will he able to get a
reduction, Many of these people have been
charged this rate even though they were not
able to use the water, T hope ile Minister
will look into these matfers and see whether
some more reasonable provision than a charge
of Bs. 8d. per 1,000 gallons for excess water
can be made.

One extension—tha:
rated at 1s., but it was

MR. KENNEALLY (East Perth)[747):
I trust you will permit me, Mr. Speaker, ta
express my personal regret that «o far dur
ing the session, it has nat been possible for
our warvior friend, the wmiember for Auarray-
Wellington (Hon. W. J. George), to atlend
to his parliamentary duties. We moy differ
in polities, but 1 know ] am expressing the
wish of every hon. member when 1 say thar
we would like to see him in his ceat heforo
the session ends. In the Governor's Speech
we find that the position of prime import-
ance is given to the question of railway con-
stroetion. In view of thar fact, it is reason-
able tu give a few moment’s thonght to the
eonstruetion of our railway- o« it iy proceed-
ing at present. To-day that consiruction in-
cludes three railways, the greatest number of
sneh wovks in hand at one time since re-
sponsib'e govornment was inauzurated.
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How. Sir Jumes Mitehell.  What, three
vailwiyas!  There were as many under eun-
struction when we Joft office.

Mr. KENNEALLY: The leader of the
Opposition does not deny my stotement that
the railways mow in hand rvepresent the
greatest number under construction by the
Public Works Department since we have
enjoyed responsible government. The rea-
son he has not denied my stutement is that
iie knows il' he were to do so, his deninl
would be untine. '

Hon, Rir James Mitehell: How many are
under construction !

Mr. KEXNEALLY : Three at one time.

Haon, 8ir James Mitchell: Why, we opened
live in one year!

My, KENNEALLY: The Government
have maintained that rate of railway cou-
stinetion during practically the whole time
they have heen in office. The policy of the
Government is such as to open up the coun-
(ry in a manner that has not been possible
under any previous Adounistiation, I can
vaeily understand  the interjection by the
Leader of the Opposition.

1lon. Sir James Mitchell:  Wonderful!
We know all about this, because we have
had retwims.

Mr, KENNEALLY : Then the hurt will be
not iess to the hon. inember's dignity!

Hon, Sir James Mitehell: You have a o
of wmemployment now.

Mr. KENNEALLY: The  Govermment
have a system wherehy the turmers are as-
sisted in 1espect of agricultural supplies. I
am nwailing to hear the Leader of the Op-
position say that that systew, too, was in
operation during his period of adminis-
tion.

Hon, 8ir James Mitehell: Of course it
WwWas. .

Mr. LENNEALLY: The hon. member
evades my point, which was that the system
of agricultural water supplies at prescut op-
erating throughout the country was inang-
uraled hy the present Government.

Hon., Sir James Mitebell: Wonderful!
The only thing the Government have done
in five years, and then they used one per
cent, money and charged the farmers eight
per cent,

Myr. KENNEALLY : We will analyse that
statement a little later, and possibly the
Teader of the Opposition will agree that
there are one ot two other things that the
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Government have done dwring the past five
years.

Hon. Sir Juwmes Mitchell: Yes, they are
responsihle for the unemployed,

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. KENNEALLY : At present we have
in operation in this State health laws such
a3 never hefore were prowulgzated since re
sponsible govertunent.  Perhaps the Lender
of the Opposition will sav that that is one
of the things that the present Government
have oot done.

Hon, Sir James Miteliell: Certainly they
have not; they have just gone on with theiy
job.

Mr. KEKNEALLY: The Minister for
Health nas inangurated legislation dealing
with the health of the people that places
Western Australia in the toretront of the
other States. That may he a matter to canse
facetiousness on the part of the Teader of
the Opposition, bnt T would point owt to
him that the Labour Party, in its health
policy, places women and children in
the forefront. If the Teader of the
Opposition ean make that a subject for joen-
larity, the menthers of the Labonr Party ean-
not nfford to do s0. The health of the women
and children stand- pre-emitent anong the
reforms that are being tackled ot the pre-
sent time.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
vour claims that amnse e,

My, KENNEALLY: it ill-beromes the
Leader of the Opposition to make light of
the retorus brought alroni by the Govern-
ment with vepard to snch mattors, for the
‘health of the women and chilibrin is of the
highest moment in the eves of the Govern-
ment of the day. We coull wish thatl the
Leader of ihe Opposition, when he had
charee of the Treasury henely, had displayed
the tision, throuzh his then Minister for
Ieanlth, that has characterised the work of
the present Administration.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:  Wonderful!
Yon have had #£4,000,000 more to spend.

Mr. KENNEALLY: And we had four
millions Jess deficit than yon had.

Hon. Sir Jawes Mitehell: We followed
vour rotten deficit.

Mr. KENNEALTLY: Having heep able to
avoid that €34,000,000 defirit that the hon.
member was as-ocinted with, it stinds to the
eredit of the peex Crone ottt the
have been ahble to do something in the diree-
tion of social reform.

It is merelv
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Hon, Sir James Mitehell: You had £4 000,-
000 more than | had, and T had to wipe om
your defieit.

Mr. KENNEALLY: When the Leader of
the Oppusition starts to talk about rotten
adiitiistration, 3t shows that my emarks are
voing home! This heing our Centenary
year, it opens np a new phase of the State's
devilopment. 1 hope that the celebration
of the State’s hundredth birtlday will he on
~uell o ~eate thet it will leave on the mem-
ories of the vovng peaple of to-lay an im-
pression that will never be eiadicated. [
am particalarly anxioux that at lenst o num-
her of the proposed celebrations shall be
successtul, There is being arranged to-
duy an aerial flight from Sydney to Pertl,
the like of which has never heen attempted
before in the Conimonwealth, T am hopeful
thut e suvcess of that attempt will not
only draw attention to the Centenary of tho
State. bt te the possibility of aerial de-
velopanents that must be of direst interest
w this Sfate. it hus been aoted in the
tovernor's Speech that there was a good
wheat Dharvest Jast vear, and another good
larvest is promised by the sen=en that hns
aeveloped su tor. 1 eould wish that it would
he possible for the policy of the pres-nt
Government to be so shaped that the pro-
dueers of that wheat would be placed in the
position of rveetiving the benelit of the full
priee seruted for their produet. A few
wecks baek we were tofd that it wa- ex-
would cowme inty the

peeted that Riesia

whent wmarket v a big produeer. At the
smne fime we were told of the enor-
mons  harmests  that wonld he revped in
the Apgentine, in the United Bfates of
Ameriva, and in Capada.  Then it was

vointed out in the Peess that there was an
enorm:is earry-over from the previous nai-
vest, The diveet result of that propagands
was that the priee of wheut was quoted at
a very low figure, Subsenuently we found
that instead of Russia coming inte the mar-
ket a4 & hizg wheat producer, the annaance-
ment was made that she was pnrchasing
enormoits quanties of wheat in order to
feed her gtorving millions. In the conrse
ot a few days there appeared different re-
ports regarding the erops in C(.ipnads,
Ameriea and elsewhere. The resnlt of that
rervket Coving done by the widdlemen vas
that the price of wheat went up with a
b,
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The Minister for Mines: It is down 2s.
i gnarter according to to-night’s paper.

Mr. KENNEALLY: It went down hy 2s.
a bushel at an earlier stage. When sufti-
cient time bad been allowed to enable the
agents to get eontrol of the wheat at the
lower figure there was a sudden rise in
prices. Unfortunately in very many ecases
those who preduce the wheat will not get
the benefit of that rise. In some places
where the pool may be able to protect them
to an extent they will be not as vadly oft
as those in other places where the pool
dloes not extend; but the faet remains thet
those who produced the wheat will not get
the full benefit of what they have pic-
duced. After all, that is the Labour e¢omn-
plaint. We say the labourer is entitled to tha
result of his labour, and that whether
that labourer happens to be a farmer or
an artisan, the same policy shall apply.
But on account of the anti-Labour poliey
in operation elsewhere, we find the pro-
ducer does not get the benefit, but the
middleman gets the benefif while the pro-
ducer is defranded.

Mr. Lindsay: Tt must be remembered
Lhat there was practically no wheat for sale
two months ago.

Mr. KENNEALLY : No such thing.

Mr. Lindsay: I think T know a liitle mure
about wheat than you do.

Mr. KENNEALLY : It is very lLittle you
know if you do not know more thin I do.
I do not profess to know mueh abont wheat,
but I do profess to know sufficien! to Le
able to say that when the bon. member de
clares there was no wheat for sale tweo
months ago he ignores the fact that there
was supposed to be 150,000,000 bushels of
a carry-over for sale,

Mr. Lindsay: Yes that is so.

Mr. KENNEALLY: Therefore when the
hon. member says there was no wheat for
sale two months ago, he has te quaufy that
remark. So while I do not profess 1o &now
much about it, T do know that the earry-
over was there, and that even at the pre-
sent time the earry-aver is playing an im-
portant part in the rigging of the markel.

Myr. Lindsay: No one ean control wheat
to-day; there is tvo much of it in the
world.

Mr. KENNEALLY: I will deal later with
that statement that there is too much whear
in the world to be eontrolled.
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Mr. Mann:
controlled? )

My, BENNEALLY: We bave the fac
established, which I do not think even the
member for Toodyay wiJd deny, that under
that systemn the producer of the wheat is nov
getting the full result of his labour. 1t is
those people who are engaged in rigging the
market who are getting a big slice out of
what should be the full result of the farm.
er’s labour. I am asked how I would deal
with it. 1 would deal with it throngh the
poliey of the Labour Party, which makes
provision for dealing with such questions,

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: You would not
have a monopoly of the wheat.

Mr. KENNEALLY: No, I would not
have a monopoly, which the member for
Tocdyay the other evening seemed to fa-
vonr when he said that one farmer was
buying out unother and therefore getting
larger holdings to the detriment of those
previvasly on the land. I deprecate that
state of things. But last session—and I hope
the Government will do so again—we did
make an effort to try to eontrol similar
positions in this State by the introduetion
of auti-profiteering legislation, which the
hon. member assisted to throw oul.

Mr. Lindsay: How would that affect the
accumulation of land by ceriain men?

Mr. KENNEALLY : Anti-profiteering
legislation if properly applied will deal, not
only with the land, but with wheat also.
Therefore if the hon. memmber repeats his
guestion and asks how we are going.to deal
with it, if we could be assured that there
would be & Labour Government in the coun-
try where these quesiions have to be dealt
with as they have to be in this country, we
conld deal with them by inirodueing anti-
profileeving legislation by whiech the situa-
tion eounld be controlled.

Mr, Latham: You mean a Labour Gov-
ernment in America?

Mr., KENNEALLY : I should like to see
a Labour Government there too. Labour
throughont the world adopts the policy of
trying to return to the producer the full re-
sult of what he produces.

Hon, Sir James Mitehell: Get out! You
gromble about the price of bread all the
time.

Mr. KENNEALLY: I hope the Govern-
ment will bring down anti-profiteering legis-
lation again this session and that they will
make a snecial effoct al-o to deal with pro-

Where do you suggest it 13
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fiteering in honse rents. We have a system
by which the cost of living is computed in
this couutry. Under that system house rents
play a tairly important part in the method
of computation. The Government, and in-
deed the community generally, should take
up this question of profiteering in house
rents, Some people will say the high ecost
oi labour sreatly increases the cost of build-
ing and therefore results in high reats. But
that does not aceount tor those houmses that
were built a quarter of a century ago,
honses the rent for which, nevertheless, in
some instanees has been trebled. The argu-
ment that it is the cost of labour that puts
up the vental of those houses falls to the
ground when it can be shown that none of
the labour for the building of those hounses
was paid at anything like the present rates

Mr. Mann: What about the land tax!
Does not that atfect the rent<?

Mr, KENNEALLY: VYes; land tax at
1%d. in the pound would affeet rents, per-
haps,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: It is the fanlt
of the present Govermment.

Mr, Lindsay: I did not know that the
land tax was onty 32d. in the pound.

The Premier: It is only a fraction. I
myselt have to pay 15s. more in land tax
than I did previously.

Mr. KENNEALLY: .\ question needing
the attention of the Houxe, une that has been
dealt with by some members, is unemploy
ment. I had oveasion recently to deal with
this outside the House, and 1 want to repeat
here what I said then, namely, that this
question should he dealt with, not on party
lines, but as a question reguiring the besl
that is in every party to solve it. It will not
be solved umless all parties do put their
minds to it in order to solve it in o manner
satisfactory to the community, Unemploy-
ment is known not only in this country or
even in Australia. Every eivilised nation of
the earth—with the possible exception of
France, which to a large extent has been
engaged on post-war reronstruction—at
present is eonfronted with the problem of
unemployment.

Mr. Sampson: But is unemployment jus-
tified here?

Mr. KEXNEALLY: TUnemployment ex-
ists in practically every known country. 1
am asked is unemployment justified here. I
think that when I have finished my remarks,
if the member for Swan still wants informa-
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tion ke can repeat ibe question; it be does
not repeut it, we may take it that bis ¢ues-
tion has been answered. Recently I spoke at
a meeting in {he Town Hall. In the course
of the debate bere two or three members
have made reference to that speech, Three
of them, the Leader of the Opposition, the
Leader of the Country Party and the mem-
her for Toodyay, took their information
[rom the same source, the new.paper, and
each decided to put a different eonstruetion
on what the paper contained, The Leader
of the Opposition said I had advoeated re-
dueed production.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: No.

My, KENNEALLY: Perbaps I am an-
cribing to the hon. member what the Leader
of the Country Party said. What the Leader
of the (pposition said was that on the argu-
ments 1 had advanced at that meeting I
wouwld regard an inecreased production of
close on £0,000,000 &s being of no advantage
to the country. T do not hear any denials
of that. The Leader of the Country Party
said I had advocated reduced production.
The member for Toodyay, after making
mention of portion of what the newspaper
contained, went on to try to prove that the
statements made by me meant that I believed
in deereased production.

Mr. Lindsay: Well what did you say?

Mr. KENNEALLY: I propose to repeat
what I «aid. T said then as I say now thas
the ery, “Produce, produce, produce” is not
going to solve the unemployment problem.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Not the ery,
but production itself will.

Mr. KEXNEALLY: That is what T sail
and what I vepeat here. I said there tha‘
efiective modern, labour-saving machiners
means a reduced number of employees neces-
sary in ovder to operate that machinery, and
that if a reduced number of employees ix
required in order to operate that ma.
chinery, and if that lahewr-saving machin-
ery—which sometimes wmeans a tremendou-
saving in labour—isx to be extended,
there is one method by which we have fc
deal with the question of unemployment.
and that is to give some benefit 1o the
workey in the form of fewer hours in eon-
sequence of the labour-saving machinery.

Mr. Lindsay: We had unemployment be-
fore there was any machinery in the world.
Your story has been told and velold for
many years past.
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Mr. KENNEALLY: And the hon. mem-
ber’s story was told when our predeceszors
advoeated a lesser number of hours to be
worked in the mines in England. When 1
was advocated that child labour sbould be
abolished from the mines of England wc
were told that if it was not possible t2
utilise the combined services of a man, his
wife and his children for produetion, the
State would go bankrupt. We have bLcen
told that right through history. JAny at-
tempt at reform in the matter of hours or
working conditions has been met by the
statement that it will ruin industry. That
characterised the agitation from the 6-hour
week, for the 5%-hour week, and the 43-
hour week, and no doubt when ibe time
comes for modern machinery to make it
possible to work weekly hours below 44,
we shall also be told that industry will be
ruined. An invention is useless to society
nnless it leads to cheaper productivn, and
voods can be produeced at a lower price
than was the case before. If that be so,
are we, as a people, to be placed in the
position of advocating fewer inventionsz?
Is it not more logicel to say we welrorue
them, and anything that will rcduce the
atnount of labour required to produce a
vertain result?

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The point is
to increase the standard of living,

Mr. KENNEALLY : Are we to sohseribe
to the idea that a little more food and a few
ntore clothes are the ntmost the worker
can get ont of the inventive gening of man?

Hon. Sir James Mitehell : And books and
comforts, ete.

Mr. KENNEALLY : Then let the Leader
of the Qpposition support our policy of a
+3-honr week, and join ws over here,

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: All the rest
wonld he starving if I went there.

Mr. KENNEALLY : He should join with
ns if he thinks hooks and other eomforls
should bhe provided tor the wovker. Let
him support us in onr efforts on behalf of
the working man to give him greater honrs
of leisure to enjoy the books and comforts.

Hon, G. Taylor: Too many men ave
spending long hours each day looking for
work.

Mr. RENNEALLY: That is due to the
fact that we in Australia have been unable
eorrectly to taekle our industrial problems.
To do this we must give attention to the
guestion of inventions and the effects of
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new machinery. We cannot give attentien
to the question of hours unless we also
consider those other things. We should
nof subscribe to the idea that the utmost
the working man can expect out of inven-
tiuns is a few extra elothes and food, as
the Leader of the OUpposition suggests.

Hon. Bir James Mitchell: I suggested no-
thing of the kind.

Mr. KEXNEALLY:
hooks.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell : T said eomforts,
and inereasing the standard of living,

Mr. RENNEALLY: If so, let him sub-
cribe to the principle of giving the worker
more opportunity to enjoy those things
thun he has at present.

Ar. Sampson: Did you, in the Town Hall,
say that fewer hours meant greater prn:.
perity?

Alr. KENNFALLY: 1 did not take leave
of my senses there,

Mr. Sampson: We have been given to
understand you said so.

Mr. KENNEALLY: T ean give the hon.
mentber the lacts and the figures, but 1
cannot endow him with the required intel-
ligence to enable him to understand then..

My, Sampson: If yeu make a hard try,
vou might be able to put them more clearly.

My, KENNEALLY : T shall have to leave
them at that in the hope that, like the
Seotehman, the hon. member may see the
point later on,

Mr. Lindsay: T have not seen the po‘ut
vet. ’

Mr. Marshall: You are too mean to look
at it

Mr. KENNEALLY: So much for the
statement of the Leader of the Country
Party that I advocated reduced production.
I believe that with the inventions that hava
been made in machinery we can have in-
creased production with a lesser number «f
nen. The member for Toodyay will en-
dorse that.

My. Lindsay: The men go into other
ocenpations, Tf we grow more wheat, mo e
men are reyuired to handle it.

Mr. KENNEALLY: I am coming to that
later. Unemployment must be dealt wich
as a non-party cquestion hy all sections, »f
anv rvelief is to be given to those commu-
rities where this evil is vife. Last year
when we had unemployment & committes
was formed ennsisting of renresentatives of
emplovers and employees, and presided over
by the Acting Minister for Works. This

I think he added
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committee gave attention to the gquestion of
obviating the big call for work at the periud
when the harvest was being garnered. We
endeavoured to see that provision was
made whereby works that could conveni-

eiitly  he postponed until the harvest
hal heen pgarnered were so  posi-
poned, suv that persons needing em-

ployment might go straight from the har-
vest to those seasonal occupations, The loeul
governing hodies attempted to put that inco
effert, and we reeeived support from then.
As it was, however, we had to wait upom
the Government and the loeal governing
bodies earlier in the season to ask them to
put into operation as many works as pos
sible to absorb the unemployed that w~it
then available,

Mr. Lindsay: During the winter months?

Mr. KENNEALLY : Not far from thew.
We found that with the number of peopl:
coming to the country it was pecessary 1
have these works started earlier than pie-
vious indications seemed to warrant. Owing
to the many men out of work and to ons
desire to secure employment for them, we
combined to get as many works as possihle
started on their behalf. This commiites h-s
the richt to claim the support of all mem-
bers to see that unemplovment is veduee?
to the fullest possible extent. We are giv-
ing attention to the question with a view
to solving the problem. In South Aur
tralin a committee was appointed to devise
means whereby the difficulty could be over
vome, and the same ihing has been doas
in New South Wales and Victoria. Eng-
land has only just received the blessing ol
a4 Laliour Government, but there, foo, con-
mittees are secking to solve the unemploy-
ment problem, The question is one abent
which all parties should unite, employers
and cuployees, in aun endeavour to bring
ahout n solution. Just as people autsiile
Parliament ave doing this, so should mem-
hers liere combine with the same object in
view, to minimise the number of men who
fail to get work. The member for Swan
has asked whether the amount of unem-
playment we have in this State is justified.
We kuow how well the State has heen man
see ] daring the last five or six years.

Mr. Lindsay: Thot is the reason for tae
uncisplesment,

Mr.KENXNEALLY: We know that pro.
portionniely with the other States, Western
Australiy ean absorb more penple than any
of the others,
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Ao Bampson: There was no unemploy-
went when the previous Government weni
out.

The Premier: Ok, no!

Mr, KENNEALLY : T should like to pre
sent the hon. member with a very power
ful wmicroscope to enable him to see the
facts,

Mr. SBampson: There was no unemplo;
ment then,

The Minister for Mines: You believe that
is trne Dbecause you have said it so often

Mr. KENNEALLY: The hon. member
has -0 freyuently made the statement thul
he believes himself when he utters it.

Mr. Sampson: The records will show it.

Mr, KENNEALLY: If other people do
not subseribe to that statement he cannot
blame them, especially when unavailing ef-
forts were made to get employment frowm
the ex-Premier for the thousands who were
out of work, i

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: Yoo never once
came to me when I could not absorb them,

The Premier: Wondexrful.

Mr. Lindsay: Have yun taken deputa-
tions to the presem Fremier?

Mr. KENNEALLY:. Yes. I would take
deputations to any Premier if I thousht L
vould get employment for only half’ a dozzn
men. Instead of criticising, members op-
posite should assist in finding a solution for
this very grave problem, that some of us
are doing our best to solve. Others have
not tried so hard to do so.

Mr. Sampson: That is not true.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: He is {rying
to solve the problem hy abusing other pen-
Me.

Mr. KENNEALLY: I have been asso-
ciated with the problem in the time of the
present (iovernment and in the time of th~
previons one.

Mr. Sainpson: Your job is a sinecure.

AMr. KENNEALLY: One of the prim.
reasons for the present position is the ir..
flnx of Southern Europeans. The figures
are remarkable, Western Australia has we
vontrol over these people. It has some enn-
trol aver migration from Great Bntain, bui
all Sonthern Europeans are under the ena-
trel of the Federal Government,

Mr. Latham: The Government have u.,
contral over free passages frow the OId
Countrv.

Mr. KENNEALLY: We realize the dif-
ficuities created by the influx of Souihern
Buropeans.
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Mr, Sampson: The figures show tha
mote a1 going out than are coming in.

Mr. KENNEALLY: That 15 another of
the tarradiddles the hon., member likes tv
pui bedore the House, 1 shall be able to
show that he is wrong.

Mr. Sampson: It is o tarradiddie that
appears in Knibb’'s Commonwealth figur s.

Mr. KENNEALLY: The State has no
rontrol over these foreigners. Realising
this we have been trying to lessen the diffi-
culties caused through that influx; we have
heen in tonch with the Prime Minister to in-
duce him to give attention to the guestion
of the influx of Southern Europeans, When
we could not get him to stop it, we asked
what was the reason. He mentioned in his
correspondence that it was a reflection upon
the British worker to say that the Southern
European was displacing the British worker
in employment. e replied thar it was not
u reflection on the British worker, becaunse
we were uble to show that the foreigners
were being emploved at a rate at which the
British worker could not accept emiployment
and keep a family.

Tton. G. Taylor: That statement is not
borue ont by general opinion,

Mr. KENNEALLY: T thought possibly
some interjection like that would be made,
particularly by the hon, member. We can
vely on him for that class of interjection.
The Prime Minister took the =umne objection
and the complaint was supported by affidavic.
The Prime Minister reguested that a member
of the C.ILD. should be made available to
verify the statement. That was done by the
Premicr of this State. The services of the
C.I.D. representatives were made availabls
and the affidavit was shown to he eorrect.
Then the Prime Minister adopted an oyster-
like silence when asked what he proposed to
do, what steps he proposed to take to pre-
vent the influx of Southern Europeans, and
wonld he take steps to puib into operation
the quota system that the American Nation
had in operation against us. The Prime Min-
ister’s reply was that to attempt to put into
vperation the quota system against Souibern
Europeans might give rise to international
romplications. If we are so degraded as a
nation that we ean permit other nations to
put info operation the quota system against
us, and in addition reduce it from time to
tHime as America has reduced it lately, then
the =ooner we o out of business as a Nation,
the betier. We have not yet become such a
degraded entity as to allow others to put a

yuota intu operation against us, and not put
it up against other nations the people of
which we do uot wish tn come to our country
in too great a number, Members will bava
observed that whiist up to recently it was
possible for 131 Australian citizens to take
up citizenship in Americn, each year, that
tigure has now been reduced to 100. That is
to say, no more than 100 citizens of the
Co umrwealth ean take up residenee in
America in any one year, and in addition,
lor the nexi five years, the list of Austra-
lian citizens who may desire to take up re-
sidence in America is elosed.

Mr. Mann: What is the population of
America !

Mr, KENNEALLY: I am not here as an
encvelopaedia to answer the hon. member’s
interjections.

Mr, Mann: It would complete your argna-
ments if yon eould give us those figures.

Mr. KENNEALLY : The question of popu-
lation does not affect the point I am making.
What I wish to emphasise is that we are ex-
pected to take the stream that was flowing
to America, now that America, by her quota
law, is preventing the influx into that eoun-
try of people from Southern Europe. The
ontcome i that Southern Enropeans who
previously migrated to America have been
turning their attention to Australia.

My, Sampson:  There are more leaving
Australia than are eoming in.

The Minister for Mines: Nonsense!
Mr. KENNEALLY: The member for

Swan asked me if T could justify unemploy-
ment in this State, and I am pointing out o
him that it has been eansed through the in-
flax of Southern Europeans. Then he said
there were more Southern Furopeans leaving
the State than were coming into it and when
[ tried to nai] him down to that statement he
saidl he was applying it to Australia, [
pronose to continue to deal with the State to

which we helong and I wish te point
out that during the four vears 1925
in 1929 the ropulation of Western
Auvstralia inereased by  some 43,000

people. and that the number of Southern
Furopean males who eame into this counfry
meveased by 7,700. So that in a popula-
tion inerease spresd over four years, of
43,000, in male foreieners alons we got no
less than 7,700. We have heen told by the
Prime Minister that he 1z going to do every-
thing necessary to protect the position of the
Commonwealth, fo make it 98 per cent. Brit-
ish, and I want to say to the Tlonse that
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when we have figures tor Western Austra-
lia alone, showing that we had an increase
of 7.700 foreigmers in four years out of a
total of 43,000, it ueeds no arithmetician to
prove thal the 98 per cent. British proposi-
tion has gone by the board, at any rate as far
as Western Australia is concerned, Y am
told by the member for Swan that after all,
the spread of Southern FKuropeans throuzh-
out Australia does not apply to such a great
extent. TIf in any oune State of the Com-
monwealth there is anything like a foreigu
invasion it is the duty of that State to try
to proteet the position from the Australinn
point of view. There is another nspect of
the Southern HKuropean question that de-
mands the attention of members of this
House. It will be agreed that the mentality
of the Southern Buropean, and particularly
the type of Southern Enropean we are gef-
ting in this country, is not equal to that of
the Auvstralian. When we have the big num-
bers I bave mentioned coming into our
State over a period of four years, and such
a large proportion of males, we know full
well that ultimately they will intermix and
marry with our own people. We need only
refer to history to realise thet where there is
a union of people the tendeney is for the
lower mentality to prevail. That being so,
it is important that we should give attention
to the question of the influx of Sonthern
Europeans even from that point of view,
as well as from the point of view of unem-
ployment. In any ecase we must give atten-
tion to the matter when we find Soutrern
Europeans ecoming to the State in nnmbers
greater than the State enn eonveniently ab
sorh,

Mr. Lathem: Do yon think the (‘oimnon-
wealth can stop thew eoming here from the
Eastern States?

Mr. KENNEALLY: The lavge nunhers
arrivinz here are not coming from the Ensi-
ern States,

Mr. Latham: Then where are they coming
from!

Mr. KENNEALLY: From overzeas.

Mr. Latham: Then the statistiral re‘urns
must be wrong.

Mr. KENNEALLY: The hon, member's
method of dealing with statistical returns is
convenient to suit his ewn purpese. From
the point of view either of uncmployment or
our national welfare we have necessarily to
given attention to this question, and T am
one of those who will not hesitate to give
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it atfention From a non-party point of view.
At the sane time, wany party questions erop
ngy, and it is alithenlr to ohvinte reterring 1o
them at times. 1 intend tu make a speeial
plea to members und ask them ta give atteu-
tion to this matter. I point out, in addition,
that the foet that the State has control of
British migration and that the Commun-
wealtli has control of foreign migration, 1s
going to tell in an additienal manner sgain~t
the migration of Britishers {o this vountry,
We have a big unemployment difficulty here,
and we contend that to a large extent it is
caused hy the influx of Routhern Europeans,
and we realise that until the position is im-
proved, every possilile method should he ad-
opted to prevent foreigners eoming to the
eouniry to look tor work that is not here
The Federal GGovernment to whom we have
appealed, will not move in the divection of
preventing the influx.

Mr. Lindsay: They have moved to limit
the number.

Mr. KEXNEALLY: My friend is very
optimistic in that regard, more optimistie
than I am.

Mr, Mann: The foreigners require to have
a certain amount of money.

Mr., KENXEALLY: We have been told
that they wust have o certain awmount of
noney, that each man must have €140,

The Premier: It would do a thousand
times.

Mr. KENNEALLY : Like the vyster work-
ing in the oyster saloon on its own, there ix
no doubt that the £40 does duty over and
over again for ditferent people coming into
the Commonwealth, Men who bave come
into the cvnntry supposed to luve been po--
sessed of €40 have been looking for relief
two days after their arrival, With £40 in
their possession on their arrival, they have
been unable to keep themselves for two doys.
When investigation was made as to what
had beecome of the £10, we found thar it
had disappeared in smoke. We know what
has taken place.

Hon. (. Taylor: %o lonz as it did net
disappear in beer, it would be all right.

Mr. KENNEALLY : 1 would not fear it
getting into the possession of the hon. mem-
ber. While the Federal (overnment wili not
prevent Southern Euvropeans from coming
here the State Government realising the large
number of people out of work have naturally
to take every possible step to prevent peo-
ple from coming here in search of work that
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does not exist. Therefore the only action
the State Government can take i+ to limit
the immigration of Britishers.

Mr. Mann: Are you speaking Por the Pre-
mier and the Government ol the country !

Mr. KEXNEALLY : T am cndeavouring to
speak as the represemiative of East Perth,
and T hope that those who will have an op-
portunity to speak later will exercise their
right, and remain quiet while T am speak-
inz. I the State Government take the only
course¢ open to them to prevent additional
anemployinent, the result will be that a pre-
mimn will be placed on the introduction of
foreigners, and Britishers will be prevented
from coming here. Tberefore, from a third
point of view, I say it is necessmry for this
House to give attention to the question
of limiting in some way or other the
inilux of Southern Europeans, if for no
other reason than that the Britisher should
have the opportunity to take any work
offering. It is interesting to glance ai the
records showing the amount of money sent
trom this eountry to Italy each year in
order to provide Italy with a local market
that should be available for our people.
The Sonthern Europeans who cone to this
vountry invariably leave their womenfolk
at lomne, and the sole interest of the men
in this country is often to make sufiicient
money to be able to keep their womenfolk
in their own country and later to be able
to vetirn home themselves and make room.
for some other Southern European to come
here. The result is that money that should
he spent here in a loeal market and to
produee work for our people goes out to
provide work and markets elsewhere.
When 1 am asked for contributing factorz
to unemployment, I say not the least
among the many econtributing faciors is
that the money earned by Southern Euarc-
peans is not spent here, but is transmitied
to the country of their origin to keep their
dependants., We have a statement from
a memher of the Country Party that he
gives preference to foreigners, and it ap-
pears from the attitude of some other mem-
hers of the Countrv Party that they sup-
port the utterance of their fellow member.

Mr. Sleeman: I think they are pretty
united on that.

Mr. KENNEALLY ; It is time they were
united on something.
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My, Lindsay: | do not think a#nyone has
spoken about Southern Europeans thia sas-
slon,

Mr. KEXNEALLY: 1 am not referring
Lo this session, Alithough the hon. mem-
ber would preler to have a short memory
aml torget whal was said in a previous
sessivit, | au entitled to use the utlerance
of & country ;uember, repeated after his
attention had hecn dirveected to it

Mr, Lindsay: Why pick me!
say il.

Mr. KENNEALLY: No; 1 shall cone io
what the hon. member said in a momeut.
If legisiators are going to proclaim, as a
member of the Country Party hag defi-
nitely done, that thev would give prefer-
ence to foreigners, it is very diffienlt to ask
them to join in any movement having for
its object the prevention of an influx of
Sonthern Europeans.

Mr. Latham: That member was going to
give the Southern Enropean a certain class
of work,

Mr. KENNEALLY: The hon. member's
apologist has spoken. Can I take it that
that represents the opinion of the Country
Party, that preference to foreigners should
be given for certain elasses of work?

Mr. Lindsay: No.

Mr. KENNEALLY: Then the Country
Party ave not united yet. Possibly we can
let it go until they have given the matter
ronsideration.

Mr. Lindsay: Even the Labour Party do
not speak with one voice.

Mr. RENNEALLY: I think they sll
speak with one voice on the question of
the influx of foreigners. They have shown
their layalty to their country because thay
believe in giving preference to Australians
and, if there is then any work left, it
should be given to Britishers. [ think the
Laliour Party have made that quite elear.

Mr. Lindsay: Why is it that so many
white gum sleepers are chopped by South-
ern Evropeans in the Toodyay and Nor-
tham districts for the Railway Depart-
ment ?

Miss Holman: Not in the last two years.

Mr. KENNEALLY: T am glad the hon.
member has raised the question of hewing
in the timber incustry. I was lhrough the
timber country of the South-West a few
vears ago and, with the exception of soine
Ttalians who had been in this countrv for
a long time and in some instances had been

[ did not
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naturalised, numbering not more than 25
or U, there were no foreigners in {he tim-
ber industry. Of the 3,500 men employed
in the timber industry to-day, one in three
of the workers is a Southern European.

Mi.s Holman: That dces not take in pri-
vate properly, either.

Mr, KENNEALLY : T gm exeluding pri-
vate property. The more we analyse the
prublein of the intiux of Southern Buro-
peans, the more important does it appear
that attention should be given to it. BEvery
man who has the interests of the State at
heart must pecessarily give attention to the
queslion with a view to ensuring that our
own people shall be given an opportunity
to work out their destiny. I do not wish to
be misunderstood. I bave said, and I repeal,
that the Southern European who has been
admitted to this country has to live. 1 am
not opposed to the Southern lfuropean who
has already landed here.  The system is
wroung. If we had had circulated amongst n=
a dodger such as was circulated in hijs coun-
try, showing men shovelling sovereigns into
a bag, and with great faith went to hix
couniry to earn a living, and when we got
there found no woik offering exeept at 10s.
or 20s. a week, the tendeney would be for
us to {ake the job rather than starve. N s
uot with the man who has come to this eoun
try and who has found that the 1illusion
under which e was brouzht here is false
that we wish te deal. We objeet to the
gystem that permits of other people cominz
here when there is no work for them to per-
form.

Mr. Latham: T do nsl know of any in-
stance where they have worked for les: than
Australians or Britishers,

Mr. KENNEALLY: Then the hon. mem-
ber has not given mueh attention to it.

Mr. Latham: I have miven a lot of atten.
tion tn it, especially since the question was
previonzly raised in this Honse.

Mr. KENNEALLY: Then the hon. mem-
ber has not eyesizght sufficiently keen to see
the elastie attached to some portion of the
wages that the foreigner was supposed to
receive, We have been able to prove thal
employers——

Mr. Latham: Qdd ones.

Mr. KENNEALLY: I will give that in,
but men in responsible positions, both in
the farming and industrial spheres, have got
their employees to sign for certain wages—

Mr. Latham: And not only foreigners.
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Mo RENNEALLY : Aund when the mini-
mum waue was £ Us., they have paid £6 -
avearding to the boow signed, but in some
wasts up to U2 10s, has bad a string on it
and has goue haek to the employer's poeket.

Mr. Lindsay: The farmer does not pay
t5 94 a week.

Me, KENNEALLY: But we were able to
pruve the same thing against the farmer in
proportion to what he paid.

Mr. Lindsay: I suppose it is the exception
to the rule. 1t is not the general rule,

Mr. Latham: XNearly all the foreigners
are unionists.

Mr. KENNEALLY : We hape to get then
into the unions.

Mr. Latham: Nearly all of them are in.

Mr. KENNEALLY: We do not want
them to be cxploited in this country, par-
ticularly by the faymers, The other evening
the member for Toodyay (Mr. Lindsay)
mentioned the 44-hour week and went on to
gy that it was one of the things that was
ruining this eountry. I do not know whether
he has only revently awakened to the faet,
or whether he bas had information in hi.
possession for some time and has kept it te
him=elf, but [ uanderstand his chief com-
p'aint was against any attempt to introdue-
thie d4-hour week into the farming industry.

My, Lindsay: My views were expressed in
this House when the Bill was before us prior
to vour comins here. 1 did not keep my
views to myself but expressed them when the
aopportunily arose.

Mr. KENNEALLY: The hon. membe:
proceeded to quote the raies of wages paid
in Toronto as compared with Melbourne.
and I think guite unintentionally he gave
figures that were absolutely false.

Mr, Lindsay: I ask for a withdrawal of
that statement. The member for East Perth
says I gave figures to the House that were
ibsolutely false.

AMr. KENNEALLY : I mentioned that T
thought the hon. member bad done it guite
unintentionally,

Mr. SPEAKER: I heard what the hon
member said. He said that the member for
Toodyay gave fiznres to the House, perhap-
unintentionally, that were absolutely false.

Mr. Mann: He qualified if.

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. Does the member
for Toodyay object to that statementt

Mr. Lindsay: Certainly I do. The hon.
member has made s statement that will be
reported. Even if he said I did it uninten-
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tionally, the very fact that he said I gave
absolutely fulse tigures is a reflection on me
and 1 object to the statement.

Mr. KENNEALLY : 1 withdraw the state-
meul,

Hon. G. Taylor:
out.

The Premier: The ligures were incorreet.

Mr. Lindsay: My ligures were sworn evi-
rence betore the Tarifl Board and were no.
incorrect.

The Premier: They were incorreet.

Mr. Lindsay: They were not.

Mr. KENNEALLY : When the hon. men-
ber wus speaking he guve figures which were
very fur from being correct.

The P’remier: They were incorrect.

Mr. Lindsay: They were not incurrect.

The P’remier: They were.

Mr. Lindsay: They were not.

Hon. G. Tavlor: Who will have the last
word ¥

Mr, KENNEALLY: He stated that the
blacksmith in Toronte was in reeeipt of
£6 3s. 3d. a week, and the Melbourne black
smith in receipt of £4 17s. The blacksmith
in Melbovrne is not in receipt of £4 17s.,
and not for years has he received that
sun,

Mr. Lindsay: He did receive that sum
in the year I was quoting from.

Mr. KENNEALLY: If the hon. memner
went back to pre-war vears he may h:
=somewhere near the mark.

My, Lindsav: T went back to 1923.

Mr. KENNEALLY: Even in that vear
.he Dlagksmith in Melbourne was not in
receipt of £4 17s. The Federal awaris«
dealing with blacksmiths' wages are avail-
able to us all. We find that the blacksmith
in Melbourne has not been in receipt of lu<s
than 24s. above the bhasic wage, and the basic
wage in Melbourne from 1923 onwards has
not been £4 17s. less 24s. Secing that the
award of the courts is available for pere-
sal, it is no use the hon. member telling
us the wages are £4 17s. against £6 3s. 31
in Toronto.

Afr. Lindsay: The figures are comparabls
for the year 1 gave you.

Mr. KENNEALLY: There is not even «
get-out for the hon. member, by his pos
sibly having referred to implerient smitha
He was desling at the fime with Mackay'=
factorr. Even the implement smith is v
receipt of 18s. per week above the basic
wage. His wage in Vietoria is in the viein-
ity of £5 T8, a week. The hon. me..oer
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wouid have us believe that the blacksmith
who receives Us. above the basic wage more
than the implement smith is in re-
veipt of only #£& 17s, Having ascer-
tained {vom the incorrect information sup-
plicd by the hon. mmember that the basis of
his tiguses hus been disturbed, there is not
muth reason fo deal with the superstruciure
be erected upon them.

Mr. Lindsay: That is only your side of
the question. 1 shall have an opportumly
to reply later.

Mr, KENNEALLY: If we go outside tke
strictly legal instrument and refer to agree-
ments covering blacksmiths in Melbourne,
we find that the wage in some cases
is as high as £6 4s. a week. I wish
now to refer t{o remarks made hy
the hon. member on Professor Perkins' re-
port on the development of agriculture m
South Australin. He stated that the pro-
fessor mentioned that production had been
doubled in South Australia.

AMr. Lindsay: Nearly doubled. 1 said it
had increased by B7 per cent.

Mr. KENNEALLY: The hon. mwembeor
did not go into percentages. Ha said that
production had been nearly doubled, and
that 3,0640 fewer {armers were employed

Alr. Lindsay: Farm hands.

My, KENNEALLY: We have that de-
unile statement from the hon. member. He
went on to say that in South Australia the
wovod farmers were buying out the bad unew,
and incveasing their holdings in that way.
[s the Country Darly behind the idea of
cne farmer buying out another and thus
inereasing hisz holdings? If so, we <hal
gradually reach the position when we shall
have to spend more money in closer settle-
ment,

Mr. Lindsay: There is an Aet on the
statute-hook now which has never been en-
forced,

Mr. KENNEALLY : This seems to tntro-
duce a vicious circle,. We have first of alt
the large areas, which are punrchased in
brder that settlers may be placed rapon
them. People are settled on the land and
then the buying out process begins. In
time the holdings become large emough for
the owners to sell them back to the Gov-
ernment at an increased protit, so that the
Government may cut them up again for t.he
purpase of ecloser settlement.

Mr, Lindsay: I said thizs made poﬂmhl-
the use of bigger machivery, and that wna
why the farmer was able to do more worz.
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 Me. KEXNEALLY: The hon. membe
did say that. This is what enabled the
faruers to get rid of 3,000 workers,

Mr. Lindsay: That is right. It is a mn.
ter of efticiency.

Mr. KEXNEALLY: I asked the hou.
wember to enlighten us as to what would
become of the 00 workers, and whore
they would get employment, He yeplied
that the reduced cost of production would
enable us to sell our products soinc-
where outside  Australia. He said
thot in Ameriea it had eost 18s.
an acre to eut the ¢rops with binder
and thresher, whereas with the cor-
Iined work of improved machinery it wonll
now cost only Gs. per acre. That is a eon-
stderable reduction.

-Mr, Latham: 1t must reduce the eost of
the article to the consumer and make for
cheaper living.

Mr. KENNEALLY: Improved machin-
ery has enabled South Australia to dounbi:
its production and dismiss 3,000 workers.
When we ask what is to become of those
3,000 workers we are told that the reduced
cost of production will enable us to seli
our articles somewhere outside Australia.

Mr. Lindsay: Some of the workers would
probably be engnged in handling the in-
ereased production on the railways and th:
whorves, and alse in making the machivnery.

Mr. KENNEALLY: The improvement in
machinery noticeable in the farming indus-
try is noticeable to a greater desree in ouv
industrial development.

Mr. Lindsav: Why de not the industrial
concerns incvease their produetion when
the farmer does so? You are now comingz
to_the point.

Mr. KENNEALLY: Production by im
proved nachinery has also heen increased
in the industrinl world, despite what the
hon. member says to the contrary. I am,
therefore, entitled to ask what has hecoms.
not only of the 3,000 rural workers, but or
the industrinlists who may have been dis-
placed by the improved machinery? The
hon. member tells us that we ean
sell our articles somewhere outside
Australia. I should like to know whers
that somewhere is. Tf that improvement
eontinues, nnd as a resu't of labour-saving
devices we are eonstantly putting people out
of employment, what is tc herome of them,
if we do not sten in and give them grenter
leisure which will he possihle hy virtue of
the improvement to our machinery? That is
a question whick must he concidersd. T 00k
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torward to tle time in the development of
the world when people who follow us will
ask themselves why we did so mueh talking
concerning the 44 or d0-lour week, when
they themselves will be in a posilivn lo en-
Joy a working week of halt that number of
Fours iy virtue of the tien improved mach-
inery. 1t should noi be thonght that the
greatest reform the workes can ask tor ia
this country is a little extra food and cloth-
ing for Limself and family. He should be
entitled to look forward to the time when
improved machinery, the result of the hrains
of men, will make it possible tor his life
to be better worth living and for him to en-
Joy a greater measure of Ieisure than he now
does. I hope the thme is eoming when we
shall not have to give mueh more attention
to the question of lours. I should like to
kuow from the hon. member where this
mythical somewheve is. Apparently we are
going Lo sell our eommodities somewhere be-
cause of the improvements in our machinery.
Appuarently too, 1n other parts of the world,
there will be other eommodities available for
sale for the same reason. What we want to
know is where that somewhere is. I regret
the absence from the Speech of any refer.
ence to superannunation for State employees,
Members have referred to the ability of State
vinployees to perform the work entrusted (o
them in a manner that compares more than
favourably with employees in the other
States. Tn dealing with that I put it to hon.
members that the emplovees of this State, if
they are, as hon. members oppousite them-
selves nssert, equal fo the employees of other
States, should receive at least the same treat-
ment as is meted out to emplovees of other
States. T feel inclined to peint out, when
Country DParty members allude to the 44-
hour week as having been given by the Gov-
ernment, and make slighting references to
the long-service leave graunted by the Gov-
cernment, that if they arr not going to b
false to their statement they must necessarily
approve of a system whereby we shall give to
employees of this State at least the same
consideration as is given to cuployres of
other States. What is ihe history of the
long-service leave question? TIn point of
faet, Wostern Anetraliz oranted it after
three of the Eastern States had alvrady con.
ceded it.

Mr. Lindsuy: That does not make it right.

Mr. KENNEALLY: And if all the East-
ern States had given it, that would not make
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it right either. When people wish to oppose
a reform, or to oppose men getting that to
which thev arve entitled, it is easy for them
to say, “I believe in your getting it, hut
you did not get it in the right way.” As
a faet, the men in this State have got long
servive leave in exactly the same manner as
men in the other Stutes. T shall he told agaim
that that does not make it right. No, it does
nof make it right in the opinion of some
men if a reform is secured by any means
whatsoever. That jemark applies not only
to long-service leave, but also to the 44-hour
week. As regards the latter reform, this
State was the third Australian State to
grant it. I shall be told again that that does
not make it right, that the reform should
not have been effected in that way, but that
some subterfuge should have been adopted.

Mr. Lindsay: You do not ecall the Arbi-
tration Court a subterfuge, do you!

Mr. KENNEALLY : No.

Mr. Lindsay: What right had the Gov-
ernment to interfere in the matter?

Mr. KENNEALLY: I was referring to
the manner in which other employees got
long-service leave. Members of the Oppo-
sition, who were originally opposed to long-
service leave, now say, “You gat it the wrong
way.” Western Australia has lagged behiad
rather than led the way in regard to long-
service leave and the Hd-hour weck. West-
ern Australia is decidedly lagging belbind in
the matter of superannuation. Out of seven
Governments, representing six State (Jovern-
ments and the Commonwealth Government,
the majority have superannuation actually
in operation. If Western Australia came into
the picture to-morrow with a superannuation
sclieme for her employees, ours would be the
fifth out of seven Govermmnents to inaugurate
the reform. Members vn the Opposition
and cross-benches would say, “Go in and
get it, and if vou get it, no matter iow you
get it, we will say you got it the wrong way.”
I hope that when the opportunity offers,
Opposilien and eross-beuch members, if there
is a specific manner in which superannuation
shonld be obtained, will deseribe that man-
ner. The adoption of that conrse would de-
prive them of the opporturnity to say, after
the reform has been granted, “¥Yim got it
the wrong way; if you had got it some other
way, we would have approved of it.” I live
in hopes that Western Australia will not be
the Iast of the States to grant superannu-
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ation. A community such as this, which
stands for reform and improvement, a com-
munity wherein Opposition and cross-bench
members vie with each other in pointing
out that our State employees are equal td
those of any other State, shonld try to give
practienl effert to such statements. Oppo-
sitlon and eross-bench members shounld try
to make good their statements in that re-
speet. They should say that sering that four
(tovernments out of seven hove granted
superannuation, they will not constitute
themselves a ~tambling-block in the way of
the State employees here being treated in a
similar manner. Let us get away from the
cry that the Government gave the i4-hour
week and the long-service leave. The Gov-
ernment, being an employer responsible for
the peaceful working of industry, responsible
for keeping a safisfied staff in reasonable
conditions of labour, have recognised their
responsibility, and kave been prepared to say
to the employees, “Whilst you are rendering
good service to the State, you will get
good trcatment from the State”” I bope
that that attitude will net be departed
from even at the behest of our
Country Pwrty friends, who raise so mueh.
opposition to it Now [ desire to deal
briefly with a few local natters. Firstly, 1
wish to eall the aitention of the Government
to the necessity for preventing the long de-,
lays that take place at the Claisebrook-road
railway erossing in East Perth, We have
heard a gvod deul abeout the hizh cost of
living. If it were po~sible to value: on paper
the delays which take place at the erossing
referred to, the information would be 2 ro-
velation 1o members from that uspeet of the
effect on the cost of living. Melbourne-
road crossing is a serions proposition also,
but not nearly so serious as the other one.
Take the guestion of building. If a builder
is contraeting to build a house and realises '
that he is going to have his material de-
livered at Kast Perth, and realises also that
sometimes he is going to have inordinate de-
lays at the Eaxt Perth erossing, he will ju-
elude in his estitwates an item for incidentals, -
and in that item he will necessarily inelitle
the cost of the estimated stoppages at that
crossing, so that he will not have to pay the
person waiting and himself he out of pocket: -
as a resnlt. I have watched the Bast Perth
Crossing, and have seen delays there whirh
were, to say the least of it, exasperating. T
is the Government’s duty to see that if the
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rajlway continues to go through the heart
of the city, reasonable faeilities <hall be af-
forded for crossinz it; and if there is one
loeality in the metropolitan aren which de-
mazds socd erossing  Faeilitier, it i the
Claisebrook-road crossing in Easl Perth. A
Lridge was promised Ly previous Govern-
ments to zive ¢communieation facilities with
prope:ties resutned as the result of the dei-
sion fo shitt the locowotive denariment from
West Perth to 1ast Perth. When the peo-
ple were offered the pedestrian bhridge at
Swmmers street which ot present  exists,
they feared that that would he the end of
the vehien'ar hridge: but they were told that
the foot bridge eould o there and that the
vehicular  bridze, laving been promised,
would alzo be huilt. As a matter of faet,
that is another hrider up hevond Claise-
brouk-road.  Not only has that bridge not
heen provided, but facilities for crossing,
either by bridze or by subway, have not been
Turnished at Claisebrook-road. 1 hope the
Government will ser their wayx shortly to
make arrangements by which the Claise-
brook-road erossing will receive attention.
That may to some extent affect the promse
made regarding a vehicular hridge across
Summers-street. 1 desire also to draw atten-
tion to the necessity of extending the preszent
Kensington-street tramline so as to connuvet
with the Lord-street line at the East Penh
subway. If tramway facilities were given tn
the people in that portion of the East Perth
electorate, undonbtedly it would result in a
greater amount of building activity thae.
Plenty of land remains in that quarter to be
bnilt upon,

* Mr. Lambert: Do you think the Railway
Department desire to give the people tram-
way faeilities?

Mr, KENNEALLY: 1 believe that is so.

Mr. Lambert: The Railway Department?

Mr. KENNEALLY: Yes. lo work in eon-
junetion. I think that the Railway Depart-
ment and the Tramway Department, work-
ing in conjunction, ean make available all
those facilities to the people. To a latge ex-
tent the one facility hecomes a feeder of the
other, which is as it should be.

Me. Lambert: For a long time the one has
heen simply subordinate to the other.

Mr. KENNFALLY: T have received
nunercus eomplaints. which [ have Iaid be-
fore the Minicter. eoncerning the nuisanee
created by the smoke-stark at the Fast Perth
power house. T would like the Minister on
some washing day to make a tour of tic
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East Perth electorate in the vieinity of tue
power house stack,

Hon. G. Taylor: It might not be safe for
the Minister to do that.

My WENNEALLY: Possibly it might Le
thought that 1 made the sneggestion with
malice aforetbought, a~ likely to create a
vienney in the Ministry; so I had better not
let the bhon, gentleman take the risk, In all
seriousness 1 say that (he people there are
enfitled to some relief. T understand some
new applianee has been placed on the stack,
vonsequent upon the burning of Collie coal,
50 as to ereate a greater draught.

My, Latham: In other parts of the workl
smoke-stacks are muade to consame their
own smoke.

My, KENNEALLY : Exaetly; and also in
other purts of Anstraliu,  As a matter of
fart, Melhourne does not permit the opera-
tion of a stack which enmits smoke and
rinders ns the East Perth stack does.

My, Latham: The alterution ought to
save fuel, too.

My, KENNEALLY : 1 understand that a
portion of the fuel going out in einders is
certainly of such a nature as could he
burnt with advantage to the department.
At any rate, the people in the vieinily are
enfitled to sueh protection as is necessary
to ensare that they de not have their
houses and grounds covered with soot ara
eindeis emanating from the stack. I trust
that the position will be nttended to by
the Minister, because with the smoke-huru-
ing and cinder-arvesting appliances avail-
able in ii.c JYommonwealth to-day, 1t should
be possible to make a material alteraticn
regarding the smoke-stack at Bast Perth.
There is another cuestion that requives
attention in that purtion of my electorute.
[ refer te the Claisebrook drain. 1 hope
the Government will not allew that dili-
culty to continue until they are forced ic
pay additional compensation on aceount of
flooding. They have had to pay compensa-
tion in the past and T think they would
be well advised to take the necessary activn
to extend the drain heyond its present
position and to give it direct access to the
river which is its natural outlet. Periodi-
cally floods have taken place thare because
the water from the drain has flown over ad-
Jarent properties, and the department has
been forced to pay compensation. [t is
bad policy to wait for the flooding to be
repeated and wmore compensation to be
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paid, rather then to make provision Lor
the necessary work being earried out. Com-
ing to another question of major import-
anee, I trust that the Government will use
their utmost endeavours to ftight againsi
the proposal of the Federal Government
to repeal the Federal Arbitration Aet, thus
leaving the various States to compete
against each other in respect of the indus-
trial laws. There is no gquestion of grealer
moment before the Australian people fo-
day than that of arbitration, Federal and
State. In the consideration of Lhat gues-
tion, the phase of paramount importance
is whether the advantages of the Federal
Arbitration Court are to be restricted to
a few people of Australia, and whether the
I"ederal Government, are to be permitted to
prevent the people, with the exeeption of
one or two selected organisations, from
having access to the Federal judiciary.
I recolleet that 12 months or more ago
the present Prime Minister, Mr. Bruce,
~tated that the Tederal Government desired
certain alterations because it was nof
thinkable that the Amustralian people
would permit  the States to compete
amongst  themselves throngh industrial
fribunals, in regard to industrial mat-
ters, and thus cause industrial disturbanecs.
To-day the Prime Minister has altered his
tune because he now says, “Let each State
compete throughout the Commonwealth and
let the industrial unrest oceur that I pro-
phesied & little over 12 months ago if the
Federal Arbitration Court was not available
for the people to approach.” If the Federal
Arbitration Court, apaxt from one or two
urganisations, practically goea out of exist-
ence, there will be, of necessity, ecompetition
between the various State tribunals as to the
wages t0 be paid. Take our own loeal im-
bunal. the State Arbitration Cowrt. If a
case is faken to that court and a question
submitted whieh involves matters affeeting
an industrv that is also earried on in annther
State. oue of the guiding factors in deciding
the matter of wames in the minds of at least
the president of the eourt, is the guestion
whether if certain thines claimed by the
union were granted, it wonld amount to
making a present of the industry here to
& neighhonring State. I do not complain
of that phase being taken intoe consideration.
becanse I acknowledge that our secondary
industries here are not strong enough to en-
ahle ns at times to compete with those in the
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other States, 10, under existing conditions,
the State Axbitration Court, betore giving a
determiuation on a (uestion submitted to it,
takes into consideration conditions obtaining
in & neighbouring State, how much more will
that be so if the Federal Arbitration Court
goes out of existence and the States will be
vieing with each other to provide wagzes and
conditions caleulated to capture trade by an
individual State. The position is very
serious from the point of view of the work-
era. I an entitled to ask what is the eause
of this chunge of front on the pavt of the
Prime Minister on the arbitration question.
I am entitled, I think, to give what I con-
sider a reansonable reply to that query.
When the Federal Arbitration Court was
established, we know it had a chequerudl
career at the outset. First of all, the High
Court held that State instrumentalities were
pot entitled Lo go before the Federal Court
to get a decision regarding their activitios
While that decision was practically upset by
the Privy Council, at the same time the Privy
Council did not interfere with it. Later on
the judges of the High Court, an alteration
having taken place in the meantime, changed
their previous decision and decided that
State instrumentalities hud the right to
approach the Federal Arbitration Court.
Tights have tuken place throughout Aus
tralia for the right to zo to the Arbilration
Court. X putit to those who always preash
arbitration, to the member for Moore (Mr.
PFerguson) who said that the railway men
had not been given their long service leave
and other benefits by the Arbitration Counrt,
s well as fo others who have spoken so
loudly on this subject, that the poesition wili
bhe complicated if we have not a court that
will he able to deal with big industries
thronghout Australia in a uniform manner.
If, as a result of the opposition of such
people, the workers eannot have ibeir case:
dealt with by the Federal Arbitration Couri
along those lines, and industrial disturb-
ances take place, the Mame mnst necessarily
be on the shoulders of those oppused to the
workers having an opportunity to gu before
the Federal Arbitration Court. As to the
reasons behind the altered attitude of the
Prime Minister, it is easy to see what they
were. I have had oeccasion to refer to ibe
influx of Southern Europeans to this eoun-
try and to the unemployment that exists
throughout the Commonwealth. While th~
Southern Europeans were not coming here
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and there was no nusemployment, the presen®
Prime Minister and his predecessors, when
cunsidering the question of Federal Arbitra-
tion Courts, held that there could not be per-
mitted competition Letween the State Arbi-
tration Courts or there would be serious in-
dustrial disturbances, To-day the position
has changed and at present, in my opinii v,
the roint towards which the Prime Minister
and his followers have been working, is now
attained. There are more men in Awustraua
than there ave jobs, and therefore, in their
opinion, the time has arrived when the pro-
tecting provisions regarding the standard of
living in this eountry need not necessarily
be given any further attention, because the
law of supply and demand ecan take its
place. Individual barguining may be substi-
tuted and whatever the workers can get, th
only will {hey be entitled to, without any
protecting legislation regarding a minimwn
wage. The circumstances that bhronght such
a situation about did not exist when the
Prime Minister spoke on this gquestion pre-
viously. New the position is that there are
more men than there are jobs, and at tho
hehest of those supporting him, the Prime
Minister is prepared to sarrifice legislation
that it has taken a ¢umarter of a century to
build up. He is prepared Lo adopt that
attitnde in the hope that the position created
by virtue of the fact that there are more
men than there are jobs, will mean a redue-
tion in production costs, of which he has
been for so iong an apostle. He trusts that
that result will be eifected beeause necessity
will drive men to fanke whatever wages ave
offered rather than stand out for a basic
wage, As a matter of fact, such an idea is
not confined to Mr. Bruce, We find there
are men in this Chamber who snbseribe simi-
jar views. During a debate in this House
last session the Deputy Leader of the Op-
position stated that the basic wage in this
State should be less or there should be no
basiec wage at all, I take it that was the
idea dominant in the minds of his party.

Hon. G. Taylor: Every member on this
side of the House is entitled to express his
own views, and probably that represenied
that hon. mewber’s opinion.

Mr. KENNEALLY: The bhon. member
will have an opportunity directly to disown
his depnty leader! That was the statement
that hkon. member made, and whether he
made the statement as a private member or
as the deputy leader of his party, it would
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Le for him or his sponsor, the hon. member
wilio has been interjecting, to explain. That
was not the only expression of opinion re-
garding that question. The Leader of the
Comntry Party gave us his opinion. Yom
will recollect, Mr. Speaker, that he took us
on a mental exeursion around India and
Africa. He led u; through India and told
us of the virtues of the coolie, how indus-
tries were earried on without trouble beeause
there wers no agitators, Then he took us
through Africa and showed us how simi-
larly good work was perforined by the very
docile Kallirs. He went on to warn us that
the time was eoming when the Australian
people would have to compete with coolie
labour.

Mr. Lindsay: Some of wus, particularly
the wheat-growers, are doing that now.

Mr. KENNEALLY: Since some of the
(y pocition memwbers have denied their De-
puty Leader to-night, we may now hear
the members of the Country Party deny
their Leader. If they are geing to dany
their Leader, let us first get down to a mem-
her cof ihe 1ank and file of the Country
Party. 1 refer to the member for Pingelly.
During the same session that member said
t:al in Lkis opinion, if cach man in this
country were paid £1 s week there would
be more work for the men generally.

Mr. Brown: What I said was that it
would he better for a man to take £1 s
week than te starve.

Mr. KENXNEALLY: And thai if each
man took €1 per week, there weuld be
more work for all.

The Premier: There would be more work
still if each took 10s. per week.

Mr. KENNEALLY: To those who like
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition say
that there should be a lesser basic wage
or no hasic wage at all; or who, like the
Leader of the Country Party, say that we
should be prepared to eompete with coolie
labour or wha, like the member for Pin-
gelly, say that if each man were paid §i
a week there would be more work for all
—to those T suy they are simply followinz
the lead given to them by Mr. Bruce whn,
realising that there are now more men in
Australia than there are jobs, says he is
prepared to do away with the Federal ar-
bitration machineryr which prevents tha
ideas of the Deputy Leader of the Oppeo-
gition, {he Leader of the Country Party and
the memher for Pingelly being given effect
to. The trouble in this country, from the
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Primne: Minister's point of view, is that he
cannot get down to give effect to his ery
ol increased production at lesser cost, be-
rnuse the Federal Arbitration Court stands
in his way; und so, now that he has allowen
the country to be flooded with people look:
ing for work, he is going to take the first
wpportunity to do away with the law which
protects the worker and his right to get »
decent wage in order that he might keep
lis wife and tamily in decent conditions, It
is not hard to realise why Mr. Bruce, aur-
ing the last few mounths, has changed his
views regarding the retention of the Fede-
ral Arbitration Court. I want to issue this
word of warning that if, as a result of the
proposed Federal action, and if as a result
of the knowledge of the workers that their
standard of living is being attacked by the
Prime Minister in his proposed action—if,
ws 11 result of these things, tkose disturbances
that Mr. Bruee himself 12 month: ago said
would take place if the States were com-
peting in their arbitratien tribumals, if the
industrial unrest which he then prophesiea
dnes now take place as {he result of his
action, the fault will lie, nyt on the worker,
tut at the door of those people who are
@n altering the laws of the country as
to practically make it ecerfain on their
own showing that industrial unrest must
cventuate.

Mr. Lindsay: What is the good of Iaws
if people will not obey them?

Mr. KENNEALLY: My friend should be
an authority on the question of laws not
heing obeyed.

Mr. Brown: What is going “o happen to
those who cannot get work?

Mr. KENNEALLY: What is going tfo
happen is that there is going to be a strong
tendeney, since there are more men than
jobs, to zet down to what the bon. wember
advocated, namely £1 per week for each
man so that additional men may be em-
ployed. So the hon, member should not
complain. I trust that the position in this
eountry will be that we shall be able to
protect our standard of living, in spite of
the move being mada ro defeat it. It is ai
very well for Opposition and eross-bench
memhers to sayv they do not believe in a re-
duced standard of living, but in that respect
more than words is vequired. We require
practiea] evidence that they are prepared to
protect the standard of living. When peo-
ple are engaged, as they are at present.
in assailine that standard, it will be for
those members who have made from tha
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cross-benches the utterances I have men-
tioned to say in this House whether they
are prepared (o support the poliey they
have enunrciated, or ~upport those on this
side who are prepared to profect the stan-
dard of living to which the peoplz of Auns-
tralia have berome accustomed. I hope the
lerrislation to be introduced this session w'i
give attention to these quesiions I have dealt
with, and T trust that as a result of the ses-
sion’s achievements we shall have riade one
more great stride towards the goal and idea’
we have had in view for so long, and to
which we as a Lahour Party in ihis country
are steadily appmaching,

MR. BARNARD (Sussex) [9.52]: This
evening we have heard a lot about unem-
ployment. Practically every memher whn
has spoken this session has referred to it.
Now T wish to say a word about it as it
affects my distriet, Never before in the dis-
trict of Busselton has there been so much
nnemployment as we have at present. A
great deal of money that has been allousted
for work in that distriet has not been spent,
and the work has been delayed. I refer to
road work. When the Depariment of Ways
and Works wants men for work in that dis-
triet—although men in the country are ad.
vised not to come to the city looking for
work—they are sent down from the ecity.
Recently I was told at the Labour Bureau
that 20 men were required for a locality the
other side of Busselton, and although there
were between 10 and 50 unemployed in Bus-
selton, 20 men were picked up in Terth.
Thoze unemployed in Busselton weve resmis-
tered with the elerk of couris, the agent for
the T.abour Bureaw, T was able to get 10
men picked up in Busselton for that joh,
but I noticed in the newspaper vesterday
that for the same job 16 men were picked up
in FPremantle and 13 in Perth., So there are
2% men from the metropolitan avea and only
10 from Busselton.

The Premier: That is fair.

Mr. BARNARD: Yes, I suppose it is. An-
other thing was that although a man was
married and held a union ticket, if through
being out of employment he was unable to
renew his ticket. he could not get work. Un-
less the men had union tickets and were fin.
anecial, they had to go on the charity dole at
Busselton, while men from Perth were given
the jobs. I realise thel cvery man has the
right to work, and that it was pointed out
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had been montks without work. Still, it dees
not seem right that men in the town where
the work is going on bave to live on charity,
while men fiom the ¢ity come down and gei
the work. There are some timber hewers in
Busselton, and they told me that although
there is a eertain amount ol work ofleving
in the cutting of Government sleepers, the
price paid by the Government tor the work
does unot allow them to make anything ong
of' the work. I suppose that price is based ¢n
what the Southern European is prepared tn
accept. They say the Southern European is
the man who cuts down the price, and that
the Government Lake good care to avail {hem-
selves of that price when they have the work.

Miss Holman : What proof have you? You
say “They say.”

Mr. BARNARD: The sleeper hewers
themselves told me that the price was too
low for them to earn enough at it. The for
estry question has been brought up by a
member during the debate. The Premier,
with some pride, said that when listory ve-
recorded that his Government had dedicated
3,000,000 aeres of forest, posterity would be
very pleased, But there mirht be among
posterity some who will want to know what
this (overnment have dvae in the way of
loeking up good agricultural land that did
not grow timber. There are locked up in
the South-West thousands of acres of good
agrienltural Iand whieh never grew a stick
of jarrah. T know it is as well to loek up a
certain area for hardwood, but 1 say agaiu
there are thousands ol aeres of zood ugri-
cultural land that should bave been left
open. 1f qualified surveyors were put on to
classity the land, it could easily be show.
that there are almost a million acres of agri-
cultural land that the people ought to hw
allowed to take up. The Forests Department
already have a lot of land wlich they are
using for reforestation, and they ave riny
barking a lot of gond jarrah fimber., When
the timber worker applies to put men into
this eountry for the pwrpose of cutfing
sleepers, the Forests Department claim 1€
per load fromm him hefore he ein use
the timber. Consequently he will not
touch the timber, and =0 it is heing
ringbarked and will die. I think the
Forests Department have more power
than they should have, and certainly this
Government are giving them more country
over which to exercise their power. Oue
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other matter [ caunot allow to pass
without making some reference to it and
that is group settlement. I am pleased that
this guestion has been left alone this session
to a certain extent, In other sessions it has
been the one question that has been thrashed
out by almost every member. The Govern-
ment appointed a Group Settlement Valau-
tton Board who have investigated the posi-
tion and have got out sowme valuations. T»
my mind some of the valuafions are very
Fair, but uthers are still too high, Quitz a
lot of money hag been written off the group
settlement scheme, and the position disclosed
by the Valuation Board is that hundreds of
thousands of pounds have been wasted on
the undertaking. Although the prices put on
some of the blocks are still high——

The Minister for Railways: Not too high,
surely!

Mr. BARNARD: I wight compare thew
with the price of a property, the sale of
which was recorded in this morning’s paper.
It iz an old-established property well-
watered and well-grassed, and it has been
sold for & less sum per acre than some cf
the group blocks are valued at.

The Minister for Raillways: What was it
sold per aere?

My, BARNARD: About £10, wherens
some of the group blocks are valued at £11
per acre.

The Premier: Oh, what a eommparison!

Mr, BARNARD: It is a comparison; oue
property ix a few years old and the other is
30, 40 or 50 years old. A thonsand head
of mileli cows will be necessary for group
settlers within the next few wonths and they
are not to be obtuined. The Government arz
doing now what they should have done at
leazt 18 months agu—obtaining yoang ent-
tle 11om the Eastern States,

The Minister for Railways:
to re-possess hundreds of cattle.

Mr. Sampson: Whal have you done with
those re-po~ses~ed? )

Mr. BARNARD: Theve are not too mam
uow, and there will uot he suticieat to meet
requirements daving the next few mwonths,
Nome ol the eutfle Janded on Monday last
and others to be landed next week will be
of no u~¢ to the eyoup =ettlers for 12 monthy
ar more.

The Premier: But 18 months ago we bad
more cows than could he ahsorbed by the
gronp settlers. Hundreds of them had to
ba re-possessed. What is the good of sav-
ing we <honld have got more?

But we had
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Mr. BARNARD: The Government ari
going te experience a bigger loss by not
having catile for the pastures when the
pastures are ready and the men are waiting
for stock. Instructions have been givea
that every settler with 80 acres of cleariny
done is to get no more coniract work. 1
have had several letters during the last week
trom settlers wanting to know what they
are going to do when their clearing con-
tracts are finished. In some instances thex
have not sufficient pastures and those who
have the pastures have not got the cows.
I lwpe something will be done for thos:
settlers, Although the Minister has saul
that 18 months ago there was not sufficient
feed, hundreds of aeres of pasture went to
waste on abandoned blocks that would have
kept quite a number of cattle. There 15
# depot in the district where o number of
cows could bave heen kept until they were
wanled by the settlers.

Miss Holman: Why did not you thick ot
that 18 months ago?

Mr. BARNARD: I wus not the Minister
in charge of group settlement. Why conld
not the cattle that arrived this week have
been landed at Busselton instead of at Bun-
bury, where the Government had to leas:
another area of land to keep the caftle in
quarantine? There are suflicient hlocks in
the Busselton distriet on which the ecatti=
could have been kept during the period ol
quarantine,

Mr. Withers: They want a clean area fr-
quarantine. yon know.

Mr. BARNARD: It was said that tae
boat would not ecall at Busselton, I sup-
pose, because the Premier had not carri-d
out the promize he made. I should like
to vefer to the laek of facilities that debac-
red the boat from calling there. Abor!
three years ago the Premier placed on the
Estimates a sum of £5,000 for improve-
ments to the Busselton jetly.

The Premier: You will have it on thj:
vear's estimates, too.

AMr. BARNARD: With the elections ap-
proaching, I expect to see it on this year's
Estimates. It was put on just before tho
last elections.

Hon. G. Taylor: And it will go on before
the next elections.

The Premier: We will double it this tim~.

Mr. BARNARD: I bope the amount will
he doubled. As regards the election, it will
have jnst the same effeet ns it had on th=
last oceasion, but T hope it will lead to
the improvements being earried oaf, so that
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when more cattle are imported they will be
landed at Busselton and that when the tin.-
ber cat in the forests dedicated by the pre-
sent Government is ready for shipment, it
will be loaded at Busselton instead of ut
Bunbury. If that is done, it wil! be of ud-
vantage fo the unemployed, who have beeu
waiting for work. The lumpers there get
4 hoat about once a month,

Miss Holman: You will have to see the
private companies about loading at Bus-
selton.

Mr. BARNARD: The private companies
will load at Busselton if the facilities are
provided. T hope that something will be
done. After the next elections, the district
of the member for Bunbury will come with-
in a few miles of the Busselton jetty, so
that he will also be interested in that end
of the eountry and will be able to give
me some assistance with the next Govern-
ment to seccure the much needed improve
ments to the jutty. There are gquite & num-
ber of other matters to which one eonld re-
fer—matters that should have been anld
have not been attended to. I hope that in
the near future some ol {he roads that are
in such n shocking stata will be pat ir
order,

Mr. Lambert: What would you do to re-
lieve the unemployed difficulty?

Mr. BARNARD: Had the Main Roads
Board made preparations during the suw-
mer by getting material ready for road
work, quite a number of roads coold
have been built at this season of
the year to absorb all the unemployed
in the district. One thing that would
afford relief for a certain number of the
nnemployed in the Sonth-West is the open-
ing of the opossum season. 1f a lot of men
were given an opporbunity during the win-
ter months to {rap oposswms—-

The Premier: Yes, put it on the opos-
sum. FHe has no vote.

Mr. BARNARD: .\lthough the Premier
may laugh at my sugrestion, it would re-
lieve the situntion to a certain extent.

The Premier: Do you think it would
make much difference? Do not they o .
on all the vear roond down there?

Mr. BARNARD: I do not think Lhey du.
The Premier scems to know exactly what
the position is. His officers, however, should
see that an end is put to the practies il in-
deed it is being ohserved.

The Premier: Everyone else says that this
is being done.
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Mr. BARNARD: Probably there is a dif-
ferent type of unemployed in my distriet
from that found elsewhere. I do, however,
earnestly hope that consideration will he
given to the matter to which J have referred,
and that the position will soon be relieved.
Although every member who has spoken on
the Address-in-reply has referred to unem-
ployment the Qovernment do not seem te be
in any way forward with the problem, nor
do they seem to be making available the
necessary relief works for the employment
of these men. I hope that when the debate
on the Address-in-reply is concluded, at per-
haps no distant date, an improvement will be
effected to a very unpleasant state of things.

On motion by Mr. Withers, debate ad-
journed,

House adjourned at 10.11 p.a.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—STATE INSURANCE
OFFICE.

Hon. A. LOVEKIX asked the Chief See-
vetary: 1, What was the total amount of
premiums received from all sources by the
State Insurrnce Ofiice during the year ended
30th June, 1925 2, What was the amounn!
of claims paid and ountstanding during the
sume period? 3, What was the amount of
preminms veceived in respect of workers’
compensiation and employers’ liahility?
What was the amonnt of claims paid and
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outstanding in respect of same? 5, What
was the cost of conducting the office, in-
cluding salaries, commissions, medical ex-
penses, and all other charges? 6, What per-
centage did the medical fees and charge:
under the Workers' Compensation Act bear
to (a) the premiums received, and (b) the
compensation paid or payable?! 7, Awe
polivies issned by the State oflice subject to
stamp duty?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
£172,721; 2, £140,619; 3 £160,861; 4,
£143,676; b, £4,395; 6, (a) 19.3 per cent.,
(h) 21.6 per cent.; 7, Yes.

QUESTION—STATE LARQOUR BUREAU.

Houn. H, SEDDOXN asked the Chief See-
vetary: 1, What was the number of appli.
vants for employment at the State Labour
Rurean for each montb during the year
ended 30th June, 19287 2, What numblers
were engazed each montk (a) by Govern
ment departments, (h) by municipal anth-
orities, (¢) by other employers?

The CHIEY SECRETARY replied: I
produce a return giving the information de-.
sired by the hon. member.

The Chief Secretary laid the return on the
Table.

QUESTION—RAILWAY HAULAGE,

_ TON-MILE COST.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY asked the Chiei
Seeretary: 1, What was the cost per ton-
mile on the Government railways for goods
und hvestoek during eaeh year from 1924

to 19297 2, What was the cost per ton-mile
for wheat traliic during each of the same
vears?

The CHIEY SECRETARY replied: 1, It
i» not practieable to take out aetual vost ol
haulage per tow-mile, but the reccipts per
ton-mile for all goods tratfic hauled during
the years mentioned were: 1929, 1.71 penee:
1928, 1.7G pence; 1927, 1.82 pence; 1926,
1.91 peuce; 1025, 1.90 pence; 1924, 1.95
pence; and n< over the =ix years the rail-

wavs just more than paid their wny.
it is reasonable to assome that an
average of the above would approxi.
mate the actual cost per tone-mile for

the hanlage of all de<eriptions of goods. 2,
Answered hy No. 1. The averace receipts



